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RARING TO GO! 


s Australia's national squad lock 

horns with New Zealand's All 

Whites tommorow in the first leg of 
their Oceania play-off, some of the players 
billed to do battle are relishing the prospects 
of clashing with the Socceroos’ perennial 
foes. 

Manchester City midfielder, Danny Tiatto 
was the first to air his views about tommorow's 
cracker in Wellington. 

In his words: "I have told (coach) Frank 
Farina I'm very keen to play in whatever role 
he wants me — fullback, midfield, on the 
bench,whatever. I'm at his di il. When it 
comes to Australia, | like to be available," said 
‘Tiatto, whose wedding in Melbourne and sub- 
sequent honeymoon in Maui kept him out of 
the Confederations Cup campaign, 

Scotland-based Craig Moore is also in a 
buoyant mood ahead of the all-important 
showdown against the Kiwis. "I have missed 
the majority of the m through injury,” 
Moore recalled on the eve of the team's depar- 
ture on Sunday to Wellington. "Everybody else 
is feeling the pinch while I am just getting 
back into the swing of things and obviously 
feel a lot fresher and raringto go. 

West Ham gangling stopper, Hayden Foxe 
believes the Socceroos’ exploits at the just- 
ended Confederations Cup has steeled the 
team for the rigors of the World Cup cam- 
paign. 

"The five games in Korea and Japan were 
really good, the team is really gelling well 
together,” Foxe said, "Even the players that 
aren't playing, we all train together and wait to 
‘get on and play which is a good environment. 

"In some teams, the players that don't play 
they don't give a crap,they only care about 
themselves, but this team's harmony is really 
good.” 
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* Australia plays New Zealand tommorow 
in the first leg of the Oceania World Cup 


« New Zealand's prolific striker, Vaughan Coveny is expected 
to spearhead the All-Whites attack against the Socceroos 


tomorrow in Wellington. 


Buddy Stars For Lebanon 


By John Economos 


UDDY FARAH, 

Marconi’s strapping 

‘stopper or midfielder, 
played in all six of Lebanon’s 
recent World Cup qualifiers 
with almost outstanding suc- 
cess. 

The 22 year old strong Sydney 
defender who recently returned 
to Australia, stated to ABSW: “It 
was a fantastic experience, espe- 
cially playing in front of crowds 
of 50,000 plus. 

“| not only gained immense 
experience, but also a great boost 
to my confidence. 

“We played the first leg in a 
tournament format, all in Beirut, 
beating Pakistan 6-0 and Sri 
Lanka 5-0, but lost out to the 
technical Thailand 1-2. 

“In the second leg, all games 


being played in Bangkok, we 
won 0-8 against Pakistan, 0-6 
against Sti Lanka and drew 2-2 
with Thailand,” Farah reflected. 

However Lebanon failed to 
qualify by a mere single point, 
ultimately being edged out by the 
undefeated crack Thailand side. 

Farah not only played in all 
six of Lebanon's World Cup 
qualifiers, but in one game was 
even voted ‘Man Of The Match’ 
after having kept Thailand’s star 
striker scoreless. 

As well as the six qualifiers, 
Farah played in all of Lebanon’ 
four warm-up games against the 
Philippines, two club sides and 
finally Slovakia. 

“T've now got a wife and child 
to look after and must now con- 
sider my career in Soccer far 
more seriously,” ended Farah, 


decider at Wellington. Turn to Page 2 for all 
the facts and telecast details, 


BUDDY FARAH: World Cup marker for 


Lebanon. 


+ Australia’s captain and defensive midfielder, Paul Okon, is leading his 
country’s campaign to qualify for the 2002 World Cup finals. 
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Australia’s hit-squad 
against Kiwis 


AUSTRALIA Vs NEW ZEALAND: 
Ist Leg - 20th June, Kick-off: 7.30pm 

Westpac Trust Stadium, Wellington, NZ 
2nd Leg - 24th June, Kick-off: 

3.00pm Stadium Australia, Sydney, 


ustralia’s national coach, 
Frank Farina last week 
named a 21-man squad for 


Australia’s two-legged Oceania 
World Cup Qualifier _ play-offs 


against New Zealand. Australia 

Farina virtually retained the squad 
which successfully brought home the TELEVISION COVERAGE: 
bronze medal from the recent Ist Leg 


LIVE - C7 Gold Channel 12 - 
Coverage commences 5.20pm (AEST) 


Confederations Cup, with the only addi- 
tion, being midfielder Danny Tiatto. 


The Socceroo squad to 
face New Zealand Is: 


KALAC Zeljko 
Holland) 

SCHWARZER 
(Middlesbrough, England) 

FOXE Hayden (West Ham, 
England) 

HORVAT Steve (Melbourne 
Knights) 

MOORE 
Scotland) 

MURPHY Shaun 
United, England) 

MUSCAT Kevin 
(Wolverhampton Wanderers, 
England) 

POPOVIC Tony 
Hiroshima, Japan) 

VIDMAR _ Tony 
Scotland) : 

BRESCIANO Marco (Empoli, 
Italy) 

CHIPPERFIELD 
(Wollongong Wolves) 

CORICA Steve 
Hiroshima Japan) 

EMERTON Brett (Feyenoord, 
Holland) 

LAZARIDIS Stan (Birmingham 
City, England) 

OKON Paul (Middlesbrough, 
England) 

SKOKO Josip (Racing Genk, 
Belgium) 

TIATTO Danny (Manchester 
City, England) 

ALOIS] John (Coventry City, 
England) 

STERJOVSK! Mile (Lille, France) 

ZANE Clayton (Lillestrom, 
Norway) 

ZDRILIC David (Unterhaching, 
Germany) 


(Roda JC, 


Mark 


Craig (Rangers, 


(Sheffield 


(Sanfrecce 


(Rangers, 


Scott 


(Sanfrecce ; 
Bye bye to Cosmos. 


anberra Cosmos, still battling to 
C= their place in the National 

Soccer League next season, suf- 
fered a blow when striker Jon 
Angelucci signed for Sydney United last 
week. 

The announcement of the two-year deal 
tealised the Cosmos’ worst fears — that 
players they desperately want to retain for 
next season will not be hanging around 
while the uncertainty remains. 

Angelucci was brought to the Cosmos 


Souths team in talks 
with Olympiakos 


outh Melbourne President, Mr. 
George Vasilopoulos, was at the 
head of a team of club representa- 
tives that departed for Athens on 
Saturday to meet with delegates of one 
of famous Greek club, Olympiakos. 
Vasilopoulos, who will be joined 
by club Chairman Mr. Peter * 
Mitrakas and Greek Counsel ste 
General Mr. Dimitris é 
Anninos, said the club 
would discuss various 
subjects with the Greek 
giants which include the 


a%5 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 5.C, 


“We are not just meeting with their 
Managing Director, Mr. George Louvaris, 
but are delighted that Mr. Sokrates 
Kokkalis, the current President and 
owner of Olympiakos, will also be in 
attendance.’ 

In addition to. the mouth-watering 
she, Prospect of a South Melbourne 

x vs. Olympiakos exhibition 

match, other key points of 
discussion are believed to 
include the exchange of 
marketing and promo- 
tional ideas, as well as the 


possibility of a match tour 
to Australia by Olympiakos 
as early as September — 
October this year. 

“The agreement we have in 
place will work not only in the benefit 
of the club, but for the profile of the sport 
in Australia in general,” said Mr. 
Vasilopoulos. 


ACSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JUNE 19, 2001 


trade and loaning of play- 


ers. 
The South Melbourne party, 
will also be meeting with sev- 
eral large multi-national organisa- 
tions before returning home for the 
clubs prestigious ‘Annual Ball and 
Awards Ceremony’ on Saturday 30th 
June 2001. 


LIVE - SBS Television - Telecast 


commences 5.00pm (AEST) 


2nd Leg 


LIVE - C7 Gold Channel 12 - 
Coverage commences 2.50pm (AEST) 


DELAYED - SBS Television - Full 
replay 8.30pm (AEST), Sunday 24th 


June. 


make the deal with United. 
by Newcastle, 


been enjoyable. 


Angelucci, who had also been chased 
Wollongong 
Parramatta, said his time in Canberra had 


Danny Tiatto: The only addition from 
Confederations Cup squad. 


ANGELUCCI QUITS COSMOS 
FOR SYDNEY UTD 


from Parramatta Power by former coach 
Tom Sermanni at the beginning of last sea- 
son — the culmination of a 12-month 
quest to sign the player the coach knew 
from his days at the Australian Institute of 
Sport, The striker was among the goals 
early on, but lost some of his form in the 
closing stages of the competition. 

Even so, he had shown enough for 
Sermanni’s successor, Mike Milovanovic, 
to.make him a prime target for 2001-02, 
but with the Cosmos currently locked in a 
battle with Soccer Australia over their 
very existence, he chose to play safe and 


made me so welcome and wish the 
Cosmos the best of luck in their battle for 
survival,” he said, 

Meanwhile another Cosmos player is 
on the move — Naoki Imaya, signed from. 
Blacktown City by Sermanni, is following 
a long-standing desire to break into foot- 
ball in Japan, the land of his birth, and will / 
leave for trials there next week. 

But defender Hiroshi Miyazawa, who 
worked as a liaison officer while the 
Socceroos were in Japan for 
Confederations Cup, is keen to go the 
other way, making his stay in Australia 


the 


with the Cosmos permanent, 


and 


clubs. 


“I would like to thank the fans who 


But once again, the Cosmos will strug- 
gle to convince him to remain loyal, when 
he is already the target for several rival 


CARDOZC DUMPS 


OLYMPIC FOR SPIRIT 


‘orthern Spirit 
scored a coup of 
sorts last week with 


its surprise announcement 
of the signing of six new 
players for the 2001/02 sea- 
son. 

Sydney Olympic prolific 
striker Pablo Cardozo headed 
the list of six new signings, 
which also included Notts 
County midfielder Andy 
McDermott, Luton Town 
defender Julian Watt, 
Melbourne Knights goal- 
keeper Lupce Acevski, 
Marconi defender Simon 
Bell and former Eastern 
Pride midfielder John 
Hutchinson. They join Perth 
Glory midfielder Robert 
Trajkovski, who signed for 
Norther Spirit on the eve of 
the NSL finals series. 

“We have targeted players 
who can do a specific job,” 
Northern Spirit Coach Mick 
Hickman said. “Last season 
we had a team full of talented 
players who could do a rea- 
sonable job in a number of 
positions. We have now 
established a side with play- 
ers who can do one, or two, 
jobs very well. 

“We believe we have been 


able to pull together a side 
full of players who will walk 
out onto the pitch and get the 
job done every week. 1 am 

“wot interested in a team of 
stars I wanted a side that will 
perform as a unit by getting 
their own job done.” 


Pablo Cardozo: Heads 
the list of new 
signings at Northern 
Spirit. 


McDermott returns to 
Australia after spending time 
in England with West 
Bromwich Albion and Notts 
County, where he was a 
crowd favourite last season. 
His return was based on per- 
sonal reasons with Andy and 
he wife starting a family. 

Cardozo, who has scored 
96 goals in 236 NSL match- 
es, boosts Spirit’s hopes for 


an improved showing in the 
NSL with the noted goalscor- 
er sure to find the back of the 
net on a regular basis, as he 
did with Sydney Olympic. 

Watt, who has also had a 
stint — with 
Hickman at Leicester, will - 
form the backbone of the 
Northern Spirit defence with 
a tough uncompromising atti- 
tude. + 

Bell will join Watt in the 

Spirit backline after perform- 
ing exceptionally well as part 
of — Marconiis miserly 
defence, which helped them 
into the NSL playoffs this 
season. . 
Acevski (35 NSL games) 
was also instrumental in lift 
ing the Melbourne Knights 
from a mid table position into 
the top six and he will push 
existing goalkeeper Paul 
Henderson in a battle for the 
Number | shirt. 

Hutchinson (89 games, 7 
goals) joins Northen Spirit 
from the defunct Eastern 
Pride with the talented 21- 
year-old receiving rave 
reviews for his performance 
in the underperforming 
Pride outfit. 


KIWIS ARE NO PUSHOVERS, 
FARINA WARNS SOCCEROOS 


he Socceroos 
arrived in 
Wellington on 


Sunday, in preparation 
for tommorow’s first leg 
of the two-leg play-off 
against New Zealand, in 


squad are not a pushover 
‘as most people think, 
“They're going to be a 


difficult side. I can’t see “The boys are doing a WORLD YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS — 

them opening up, I’ve pre- pool and gym session this é Se Sete ese 

dicted they'll sit behind the afternoon, just _ more GROUP A 

ball and try and spoil us — stretching after a long trip - if 

more than anything and tomorrow we'll put in a sa ee 

probably play on the training ion in the s ARGENTINA 2 FINLAND 0 

counter, They'll be tough, afternoon after they have a || Seorers: Maximiliano Rodriguez 39. Andres 

they'll be wound up witha ° bit of amoptional morning |) D’ Alessandro 64. Halftime: 1-0 

full stadium, wanting todo with gym and massa 

well, but the beauty for us and then Tuesday GROUP B ; 
is that we now have play: ously want to get on the | loba: | / 
ers who are used to that, at Stadium, with the game on BRAZIL 2 GERMANY.0 

a much higher level in Wednesday. We'll see how Scorers: Robert 9, 23. Halftimer 2-0 


terms of intensity, playing 
in front of 40 = 
week in week oul, so that 
won't be intimidating, 
“Majority of our games 
have been played away 
from home, so I think 
they're used to that factor 
as well. We won't be tak- 
ing New Zealand lightly, 
and Vl be stressing that 
over the next few days. 
You don’t just turn up and 
the result happens, and the 
boys are aware it’s going 
to be tough, and it’s going 
to get hot and heavy, but 
all of them are used to that 


a light training run in 
Sydney over the weekend 
prior to departure, and 
spent the first couple of 
hours in Wellington under- 
going a recovery session in 
the pool. 


next two days before 
announcing the team for 
Wednesday’s first leg. 


things are going, but the 
conditions (wet and cold) 
are going to be heavy.” 
“The atmosphere is 
great, the boys are getting 
along really well”, he 
added. “The team spirit, I 
haven't seen it like this ina 
Jong, long time, and it real- 
ly helps. I think the players 
know what's at stake, 
many of them have been 
through it together before, 
last time in ‘97, and quite a 
few of them were there in 
“94 - so I think it’s the real- 
ity of knowing what’s at 
stake. Also, if you think 


club sides, the younger 
National teams, so they’ve 
known each other for a 
long time, and if you listen 
to Paul Okon, who epito- 
mizes the group, when he 
says he’s giving everything 


GROUPC 


period, or however long it 
goes, he realises what a 
disappointment it was 

ast time and how he felt 
personally, and I think 
that’s most probably the 
same for all the boys. 


ABSW (33 


Iraq's Hanoosh Ammar (10) jumps for the ball against Victor Oppong of Canada 
during their FIFA World Youth Championship soccer match in Cordoba. 


W-CUP AGAINST JAPAN 


up, for Australia’s first match 


“The Japanese, apart from 


U20 SOCCEROOS KICK-OFF 


we'll be able to cope with any 


the Oceania World Cup Farina has indicated that over this next six month } 
Qualifiers, with coach _ he’s close to settling on his r 
_ Frank Farina insisitng starting line-up, but will ; 
that the New Zealand assess the squad oyer the t 
} 


oach ANGE 
sort of stuff”, about it, @ lot of them have (Crssrecocrot has of the World Youth _ being followed by acrowd of 33 surprises should they decide-to 
The squad went through come through together, namedhis starting line- Championship, against Japan, journalists and 23 photogra- spring them.” Postecoglou con- 
in Argentina today. phers have been rather secretive cluded, 
PLAYERS WANT Marconi goalkeeper in their build-up, but 'mnottoo 
MICHAEL TURNBULL will concerned at not faving been te Ht 
UR G ENT LY start in goal, ahead of JESS. able to watch them so fa ‘THE FULL 
VANSTR N, while the “I'm pretty confident that we "| 
) defence willsonce again be have a good idea of how they Youne 
| 2 anchored by trio LJUBO MIL- will play - we played them " : 
_ | Granville Green Island ICEVIC ADRIAN recently at Under-17 level, and Socceroo 
SOCCER CLUB INC. MADASCHI and MARK again an Under-23 side at the pene 
i OL 
| BYRNES, East Asia Games, and hopefully, : S : a 
PLAYERS FOR STATE LEAGUE “We've taken it a little easier Vs JAPAN Is: 
38RD DIVISION. over the weekend, limiting the : if : 
/ PREFERABLY SWEEPER/STRIKER training runs and basically fine ay TUR 
tuning everything and going ‘MICHAEL TORNBULL 
295 Clyde St, GRANVILLE. NSW. through the set pieces,” said E (goalkeeper) es 
Note: New players will NOT be required to Postecoglou from Rosario, MARK BYRNES _ 
Pay any fee s, while they will be fully-kit- “It’s been a very hectic two ‘LJUBO MILICEVIC 
i lub. ae Les 
| ced angie Ube ey. thelclub weeks for the boys, and they've - {eaplain) 


/MADASC 


worked as hard as they can in 
preparation for this tournament, 
and they're all fit and raring to 


Please Contact: 
Head Coach: Danny Abboud (02) 9676 6000 
) Mobile: 0417 228 595 
) or : g0. 


“Overall, the mood in the 
camp is pretty positive and 
upbeat, and hopefully that will 
be reflected on the park tomor- 
Tow. 


Club President 
| David (Dervis) Futbolcu 


) ® (02) 9703 8810 
_ _ Mobile: 0425 268 810 


Angie Postecoglou 


goalkeeper for the U/20 
Socceroos. 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil 


ABRIEL BATISTU- 

TA, A.S. Roma’s finest 
Argentinian World Cup 
striker, scored his team’s 
third and final goal against 
Parma yesterday, 
(Monday) morning 
(a.es.t.), that cemented his 
side’s victory to take out 
the Italian ‘Scudetto’. 


Club’s history, having last 
lifted the championship 18 
years ago. 

Roma had drawn first 
blood in the 19th minute 
through Totti and doubled 
the scoreboard 20 minutes 
later through Montella. 

Victorious hard-man 
manager Fabio Capello, 


cast, scheduled to be 
screened at 8.30pm to all 
centres at the same time-slot. 

The return leg will be 
played at Stadium Australia, 
Sydney, on Sunday June 24th. 

O05 

ONNIE CORRY, 

Wollongong’s newly 
crowned League champion 
coach, having watched his 
squad being decimated in 
recent weeks with players 
switching to other clubs, 
has himself not stood idle. 

The former Australian 
World Cup goalkeeper has 
also moyed fast in recent 
weeks, 

The Club is expected to 
soon officially announce 
the new signings of: 

Sean Babic, Marconi’s 


across to China. 

Ace striker Stuart Young 
has again signed for Corry 
for another two seasons. 

Captain Matt Horsley 
and mobile left midfielder 
Scott Chipperfield have 
departed, having signed 
recently for the Perth 
Glory. 

However ‘Good Oil’ 
believes that Chipperfield, 
(again voted Australia’s 
Player Of The Year), could 


wait 


Gabriel Batistuta: Argentina’s and Roma’s finest 
goal-ace. 


Had Roma lost this last 
and most crucial match of 
the season, Juyentus who 
defeated Atalanta 2-1, 
would have leap-frogged 
the Romans and taken out 
the precious League title. 

Roma’s 3-1 win over 
Parma edged out the 
threatening Juventus by 
two points who finished in 
second spot, four points 
ahead of third placed 
Lazio. 

The high quality South 
American marksman, gal- 
yanised Roma’s Serie A 
League Championship 
when Batistuta struck the 
target 12 minutes from the 
bell to send the whole of 
Rome delirious —_ with 
delight. 

This was Roma’s third 
only ‘Scudetto’ in the 


who had brought so much 
glory to A.C.Milan, has 
now embossed his name in 
Roma’s records. 

Q000 

BS-TV tomorrow, 

(Wednesday), will bring 
in the Live telecast of the 
first leg of the major Oceania 
World Cup qualifier, New 
Zealand vs Australia, direct 
from the Westpac Trust 
Stadium in Wellington at 
Spm (a.e.s.t,) to all centres in 
Australia at this same time- 
slot. 

SBS’ trio, journalist Kyle 
Patterson, commentator Paul 
Williams and analyst John 
Warren flew out of Sydney 
last night, (Monday), for 
Wellington. 

The Super Soccer Channel 
will also cover the return leg, 
but through a delayed tele- 


John Warren: SBS’ match analyst. 
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Ronnie Corry: Australia's newly crowned League 
champion coach has moved fast to make six snap 
signings. 


mobile striker, tough as 
teak and newly installed 
Lebanon World Cup 
defender, Buddy Farah, 
(also from Marconi), plus 
the Brisbane Striker’s 
international flank-striker, 
Jade North as well as 
Canberra’s __ ball-player, 
Alex Castro. 

‘Two more signings are 
currently in wollongong’s 
pipeline 

Corry is contemplating 
with Club officials to spend 
part of their pre-season 
training with a short tour 


yery soon take off from our 
shores to join a French 
club. 
405 

NGELO COSTANZO, 

Marconi’s international 
midfielder, has been over in 
Italy on trials for the past two 
weeks. 

Costanzo who — last 
Wednesday night at the 
Marconi Awards Night took 
out both major awards, (the 
‘Players’ Player’, as well as 
the ‘Supporters’ Player’ of 
the Year), looks very close to 

» cracking a contract with 
Serie A side, Perugia. 


Angelo Costanzo: Could very soon crack a con- 
tract with Perugia, Italy. 


Zz NN 


Mickey Hickman: The Spirit's active coach. 


Perugia yesterday morn- 
ing, (Monday), in the last 
match of the Italian season, 
went down 2-1 to Verano to 
finish on 11th spot on the 

00a 


ICKEY HICKMAN, 
the Northern Spirit's 
coach has also moved swiftly 
since the Grand Final to snap 
up a batch of new players. 
‘Hickey’s’ hurling net has 
caught Melbourne Knights’ 
goalié Lupce Acevski, Perth 
Glory’s ball-playing right 


wingback Robbie 
Traykovski, Luton Town 
defender, Julian Watt, Notts 
County midfielder, Andy 
McDermott, Sydney 
Olympic’s striker, Pablo 
Cardozo, Marconi’s 
Cameroon _international 
Simon Bell, Eastern Pride 
midfielder, John Hutchinson. 

‘Hickey’ stated: “We have 
targetted players that can do 
one, or two jobs which they 
specialise in. 

“I'm not interested in a 
team of stars buta star team.” 

McDermott returns to 
Australia from England to 
start a family here. 

The 24 year old industri- 
ous midfielder represented 
Australia with the Under 17s 
in 1993 

0003 
RCHIE THOMPSON, 
Marconi’s —_ mobile 
flank-striker, is scooting off 
to Belgium on Thursday 
June 28th. 


Archie Thompson: Signs for Lierse in Belgium. 


The 22 year old explosive 
paced Archie has signed a 
four year contract with 
Belgium first division side, 
Lierse for a reported fee of 
$250,000. 

“1m looking forward to 
the new experience,” Arch 
stated to ‘Good Oil’ last 
week. 

“I’m quite excited about 
it all and hope that every- 
thing goes well for me over 
in Europe,” — ended 
Thompson, 


Thompson must report 
for pre-season training 
which starts on July Ist. 

Thompson is the second 
striker to part company 
with Marconi during the 
current off'season. 

Pacey striker Sean 
Babic, recently back from 
Europe has also left 
Marconi to sign for newly 
crowned League champi- 
ons, the Wollongong 
Wolves, ~ 

“Qq00 
ROATIAN WORLD 
CUP midfielder, Aljosa 

Asanovie, is coming back to 
Sydney to again play for 
Sydney United, 

Last season Asanovic 
made two successful guest 
appearances for United. 

However this time round 
the star Croatian internation- 
al midfielder has agreed to 
terms to play a full season in 
the NSL with the Sydney 
Club. 

In his first stint with 
United last season, the lanky 
good-looking midfielder set 
up three goals for his team 
mates as well as scoring a 
penalty, 

The now 36 year old 

Asanovic, (these days a qual- 
ity piaymaker), holds the 
proud record of being the 
second most capped player 
for Croatia and took part in 
the last World Cup in France 
where his country finished 
third. : 
United have also officially 
appointed Kreso. Ganjto as 
their new.coach for next sea- 
son. 

The 46 year old Ganjto 
was initially brought to 
Australia from Croatia last 
February. 

Upon his arrival, Ganjto 
was installed into the posi- 
tion of Director Of 
Coaching. 

His assistant will again be 
former international goal- 
keeper, Tony Pezzano. 
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Aljosa Asanovic: Back for United for a full season 
in the NSL, 


Off season new signings 
have been brilliant left 
flanker Ante Milicic, now 
back at United following a 
four year stint in Burope, 
(two in Holland and two in 
Croatia), 

The Santalab brothers, 
(Michael and Brendan), have 
been snapped up from the 
Parramatta Power whilst 
tough industrious striker Jon 
Angelucci and — former 
Northern Spirit striker, 
Daniel Watkins have also 
been injected into the new 
look Sydney United, 

Qo00 
IC H AE L 
CARTWRIGHT, the 
21 year old strapping stop- 
per, was snapped up by the 
Northérn Spirit yesterday 
‘on a two year contract. 

The former Adelaide City 
defender had turned out for 
the Auckland Kingz last sea- 
son. 

This latest signing was the 
Spirit's coach Mickey 
Hickman’s eighth made dur- 
ing the off season. 

“The signings that Mickey 
Hickman had already made 
showed that the Spirit is def- 
initely serious about making 


“J firmly believe that we 
did a good job last 
Saturday night in Sydney. 

“We really put on a show 
to promote Queensland 
Soccer. 

“My players and I were 
surprised with the ease of 
our win, 

“Had we won by three or 


barked the always logical 
Bleiberg. 
Q000 

'N other news concerning 

the Spirit, the Rangers- 
owned Club has now formed 
a strong alliance with NSW 
Super League side, Manly 
Warringah Dolphins. 

The Spirit's management 


Miron Bleiberg: Queensland's victorious State 
coach. 


Ah. 


Boy John S conomes 


mended by coach Gary Van 
Egmond. 
o000 


IHE SOCCER EXPO 

staged in Sydney last 
week-end proved relatively 
successful with the 
Australia World Cup team 
attending last Saturday 
afternoon to sign auto- 
graphs to a herd of kids. 

Understandably only 
half, (7), of the NSL clubs 
went to the trouble to set up 
a stall, but the ones that 
did, certainly made a very 
good job of it. 

All five Sydney clubs ‘set 
up shop’ plus the Brisbane 
Strikers and current 
League champions the 
Wollongong Wolves. 

Being an interstate Club, 
special mention must be 
made for the extra fine 
effort that the Brisbane 


Michael Cartwright: The Spirit's new strapping 
stopper. 


the ‘Top Six Series’ for this 
coming season,” Cartwright 
commented. 

Hickman added last night: 
“We have put together a very 
solid defence that we hope 
will be the springboard to a 
successful season for us. 

“We had a good look at 
Michael and he was impres- 
sive when we played the 
Kingz in Auckland. 

“AU this stage we are 
happy with the way things 
are going in trying to formu- 
late a competitive team on 
the pitch for the Northem 
Spirit fans,” ended Hickman. 

Qo000 
IRON BLEIBERG, 
State coach of the 
Queensland team that con- 
vincingly beat NSW 1-2 last 
Saturday night at the 


Gabbie Stadium, 
Blacktown, stated to ‘Good 
OP last night: 


four goals, nobody who was 
at the game would have 
honestly questioned such a 
result, 

“Whilst I believe that we 
certainly surprised NSW, I 
also believe that we sur- 
prised ourselves a little as 
well,” stated Bleiberg. 

Never lost for an intelli- 
gent word or comment, the 
Queensland coach then 
launched a rocket to ‘Good 
Oil’: 

“Soccer Australia has 
seen fit to boot out the 
Brisbane Strikers from the 
NSL for next season. 

“That would leave the 
National League without a 
single team from the entire 
State of Queensland. 

“Yet Sydney alone, has 
five teams in the NSL. 

“How can that be? 

“And how can one call it 
a truly National League?,” 


Adam Griffiths: The Northern Spirit's attacking 


midfielder. 


body has formed a ‘partner- 
ship’ with the Dolphins who 
are coached by former Spirit 
staff coach, Gary Van 
Egmond. 

The Spirit have loaned out 
Adam Griffiths, Tony Faria, 
Phil moss, Adam Snyder, 
Jack Sobezyk plus a host of 
other younger talent. 

The Dolphins are current- 
ly leading the NSW State 
Super League and already 
have strongly focussed on 
winning promotion into the 
NSW Premier League. 

This ‘partnership’ link has 
been blue-printed by the 
Northern Spirit to target a 
stronger rise in interest with- 
in the community of 
Northern Sydney. 

Former Parramatta 
Power’s sterling veteran 
midfielder, Steve Berry, has 
been signed by the Dolphins 
after being strongly recom- 


Strikers put in with a great 
range of Soccer products. 
Last Sunday, Adelaide 
City as well as the 
Melbourne Knights flew 
players into Sydney to sign 
autograph for the kids. 
Marconi’s stand sup- 
plied most of the glamour, 
having their Soccer Office 
lovely ladies, 


young 


Ms Gabriella Genovese: 
Marconi’s Secretary of 
Soccer. 


uring Brazilian legend 

Pele’s recent promo- 
tional visit to Sydney, the 
struggles of the national 
team was a hot topic on the 
great man's lips. 

“Because they drew one 
game, people are starting to 
talk about a new coach. A 
coach should be with the 
team for two to three years 
to get results, I think it will 
be big mistake now,” noted 
Pele who gave out a clue to 
what was to happen just 
days later. 

Australia’s defeat over 
Brazil proved to be the 
straw that broke the 


ABSW (83 


The Good Oil ... The Good Oil 


HEzens] OA 


Gur SUSAR 


Shane Rufer: Re-appointed as coach of the Kingz. 


Gabriella Genovese and 
Liz Terry selling merchan- 
dise, aided by left wingback 
Brendan Renaud and cen- 
tral marker Mark Babic. 
000 

HANE RUFER, has 

been re-appointed as 
coach of the Kingz for next 
season by newly installed 
General manager, Mickey 
Petersen. 

‘Mickey P’ stated: “I think 
both of the Rufer brothers 


camel's back as the CBF 
ironically sacked coach 
Emerson Leao and 
replaced him with Luis 
Felipe Scolari, who has 
become the fourth national 
coach since the 1998 World 
Cup. 

Scolari is highly-respect- 
ed at home and has already 
stated his strategy for suc- 
cess: discipline and respect 
for the team and for Brazil. 

But with Brazil still sit- 
ting in fourth position in 
qualifying, Scolari’s task of 
getting the four time World 
Cup winners to the tourna- 
ment itself will not be an 
easy one, considering the 


have a lot to offer this Club 
and Wynton can still offer a 
valuable input as a player. 

“We'll have to wait and 
see how he feels during the 
off season about saddling up’ 
again. 

“At the moment Wynton is 
overseas and upon his return 
I'll have a long discussion 
with him about continuing 
on,” Petersen ended. 

Q003 


pressure on his shoulders, 

Trips to Uruguay 
(Scolari’s first in charge), 
Bolivia and Argentina all in 
the coming months will be 
daunting to say the least. 
Notwithstanding, results 
are essential with the chas- 
ing pack slowly catching- 
up on the four-time world 
champions 

But Pele knows that sta- 
bility is the key to success 
and throwing Scolari in the 
deep end may or may not 
backfire on the national 
team in the coming months, 
Only time will tell. 


(From left) Former Australian World Cup captain and now SBS's match analyst, John Warren, former 
ABSW Editor Daniel Giorelando, the great Brazilian — Pele — and QANTAS Airways Corporate 
Consultant, Ray Bit. 
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| Loza leaves 
for Germany 


By Bert van Bedaf 


coach of defunct Carlton, has 
been mentioned as a possible 
successor. 

Former Wollongong coach 
Nick Theodorakopoulos was 
a front-runner before last 
season until Petersen popped 
up. Big Nick's name has 
come up again. 

Assistant coach Jeff Olver 
appears outside considera- 
tion. Former assis- 

tent coach Carl 


follow departed coach Mike 
Petersen to the Football 
Kingz, although South gen- 
eral manager Damien 
Phillips denied a move, 

“It’s just rumours. Con’s a 
friend of Mike Petersen and 
people are putting two and 
two together,” Phillips said. 
South is keen to retain 
Boutsianis but might not be 
able to hold on to 


* 


The club’s annual general 
meeting and the subsequent 
election is expected to bring 
about a sea change at board 
level. 

There’s much talk that 
president George 
Vasilopoulis, presently. in 
Greece with chairman Peter 
Mitrakis holding talks with 
first division club 
Olympiakos, might be stand- 
ing down. In any event, there 


him, 
The club is ¢ 


Halford appears 


‘ingman Goran embarking ‘on the list 
Lozanovski has on a cost of candi- 
left , South cutting : dates. Also, 
Melbourne after signing a exercise, (SQUTH MELBOURNE might there ed this week. 
two-year contract with which be a 
German second division may see a Melbourne 
club Alemania Aachen. He jarge_num- retum of for- 


left for Germany last 
Sunday. 

“Tye been at-South for 
four years, We won back-to- 
back titles and I was part of 
the world cup tournament in 
Brazil, This opportunity 
came up and I was glad to 
take it,” Lozanoyski told 
ABSW before his departure. 

Lozanovski, 27, trialled 
with another German second 
division club Bielefeld two 
years ago. 

Con Boutsianis is said to 


ber of senior 
players going 
elsewhere, 

Melbourne's most 
celebrated club is unlikely to 
appoint. a 
Petersen until late July, when 
its annual general meeting 
has been held (15 July) and 
board elections have taken 
place (July 22). 

It hasn't stopped specula- 
tion to run rife who will take 
over. Sacked Marconi coach 
Eddie Kmeevic, the first 


Euro 2001 — 


successor (0 has 


Who will it be? 


lhe Americans indeed hold 
T: accolades as the richest 

and most grandiose nation 
in world women’s soccer. 

‘They boast the greatest number of 
players, the household names, the 
most effective hosting and market- 
ing skills, the biggest professional 
league, and of course to back it all 
up, the number one record on the 
pitch since the advent of Olympic 
and World Cup soccer. 

But all too often overshadowed is 
Europe, which is in essence the true 
lifeblood of football. With its heart- 
felt passion coursing through its 
veins, it lives and breathes football 
like no other place on earth. {It has 
the benefit of tradition and the ever- 
present football culture — things 
that can't be manufactured, And of 
course they too have the highest 
Jevel champions of their own. 
large number of competing 
makes Europe an 
enthralling microcosm of the world 
game, all of its members sharing that 
culture but each with its own identi- 
ty and style, Itmakes for fascitiating 
competition in the European 
Championships, the finals competi- 
tion of which kicks off this Saturday 
in Germany. 

From the 30-plus nations who 
competed in the qualifying rounds. 
two rounds Tater the top eight 
emerged, not far different from the 
teams who fought it out in 1997, the 


last time the Euro title was contest- 
ed, England have cause to celebrate 
qualifying for what is their first 
major event since the 1995 World 
Cup. and replace 1997 semifinalists 
Spain who were knocked out this 
time by the Danes. 

The classy Germany remain 
favourites care of their defending 
champions status and fantastic 
record in this competition (titlehold- 
ers in the unofficial championship of 
1989, then 1991, 1995 and 1997), 
their home advantage, and their 
great form at last year's Olympics 
where they took bronzt 

Olympic goid medallists Norway 
are backed to top their group and 
meet the hosts in the final to be 
played 7 July. Should this turn out 
to be the case. it will be a replay of 
the Olympic semifinal where the 
Norwegians claimed a tight one-nil 
victory, and the Germans will be out 
to set the record straight. 

Results from the Algarve Cup 
played in Portugal in April are likely 
to provide little clues as to what will 
unfold in Euro 2001. Sweden's vic- 
tory in the usually prestigious tour- 
nament may have boosted their con- 
fidence, ‘but realistically, the event 
was being utilised by most of the big 
names as an opportunity to blood 
new players and experiment follow- 
ing the end of the four-year Olympic 
cycle. 

Likewise, Denmark’s runners-up 


Munro, currently 
at Parramatta Power? 
The strongest bet so far 
been 
‘Trimboli to continue a tradi- 
tion of appointing coaches 
from inside, perhaps teaming 
up with retired striker John 
Anastasiadis or midfielder 
David Clarkson. A source 
close to 
“Trimmers (Trimboli) can 
have the job, if he wants it.” 


mer Carlton 
coach — Stuart 


captain Paul 


the club said, 


will be board changes. 
“There will be a spill,” a club 
source told ABSW last week. 
An announcement is expect- 


Eddie Krncevic: Tipped as 
‘successor fo Petersen, 


Top flight action such as Sweden v Germany (above) will be 
on display at the European Women Soccer Championship. 


achievements and Norway’s fifth 
placing will mean nought when they 
line up to fight it out for this year’s 
European crown. 

Recent performances in prepara- 
tion for these Championships make 
interesting reading and are a more 
significant form guide to what can 
be expected in the coming fortnight. 
France are the prediction to make a 
big mark on the tournament despite 
them being the only one of the eight 
never to have played in a World Cup. 

They set the scene for bigger 
things when they surprisingly 
topped their group in qualification, 
forcing Sweden to the playoffs for 
their finals berth. France have con- 
tinued to produce very solid results 
in the last four months and have reg- 
ularly assembled as a unit in camp. 

Fitness and match readiness in a 
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heavy tournament schedule will be 
as always an important factor in 
deciding who is competitive. For 
instance England's charges complet- 
ed their league season five weeks 
ago and have played just one inter- 
national in their finals preparations 
at the end of May. 

Coach Hope Powell is concerned 
that the long, hard domestic season 
has served less than ideal prepara- 
tion for her team’s campaign, and 
has been forced to place them on 
individual programs to keep them 
ticking over in the meantime. Other 
countries are much better placed 
having started their leagues later and 
still within season. 

Also of particular interest around 
the world will be how effectively the 
various players competing in the 
WUSA professional league will fit 


Group B 
Norway 
Italy 
France 
Denmark 


GROUP A 
German; 


Sweden 
Russia 
England 


MATCH SCHEDULE 
23 June Germany v Sweden 
24 June Russia y England 
25 June Norway v France 
25 June Italy v Denmark 


into their respective camps. Some 
nations have had trouble getting 
those players released from their 
clubs in time to join the rest of the 
squad for final preparations. 


MATILDAS' SELECTIONS 
DEFERRED 
fhe naming of the Matildas Squad 
for the upcoming Tour to Japan 
was originally scheduled to occur 
last Friday, but Women’s Soccer 
Australia announced it has been 
deferred to Wednesday 20 June. 


ALAGICH FINALLY GETS 
ALL-CLEAR 
atildas defender Dianne 
Alagich is finally eligible for 
selection in the WUSA professional 
league after a longer than expected 
wait for her visa to be changed over 
to a work visa. 

Club Bay Area CyberRays were 
hoping the paperwork would be 
processed in time for the 10 June 
clash in New York, and were willing 
to fly her over separate to the rest of 
the team if approval came through at 
the last minute. But it wasn't to be 
and Alagich, who had arrived in San 
Jose on 31 May, was made to wait 
another week to have @ chance at 


Goran Lozanowski: South Melbourne's dependable playmaker and winger is 
now seeking greener pastures in the German Second Division. 


27 June Germany y Russia 
27 June Sweden v England 
28 June Norway y Italy 

28 June France v Denmark. 
30 June England vy Germany 
30 June Sweden v Russia 

1 July Denmark y Norway: 
1 July France y Italy 

4 July Semifinal Al v B2 
4 July Semifinal B} v A2 
7 July Final 


making her debut. 

The all-important documentation 
was signed and sealed the day after 
the New York game. 


PIRANHAS TO HOST W1~ 
FINALS 
ampton Roads _Piranhas, 
American-W1-Leagite team of 
Matildas Kelly Golebiowski and 
Amy Taylor, have been named host 
of this year’s WI Championship 
finals. 

The news means the Piranhas 
Feceive an automatic berth to the 
four-team Championship event 
where they will compete against the 
top team from each-of the three 
Conferences, The Conference win- 
ners are determined by a single 
match playoff between their top two 
teams. 

The Piranhas are hopeful their 
form will improve even more after 
learning of their playoffs spot, in 
second place in the Eastern 
Conference behind Maryland Pride 
after five matches. 

In 1998, Piranhas’ home ground 
the Virginia Beach Sportsplex 
became the first soccer-specific sta- 
dium in US modern timea and 
boasts a 12,000-seat capacity. 


Josip Skoko (right) evades the close attention of France’s mercurial midfielder, Yuri Djorkaett during Australia’s historic 1-0 defeat Of the reigning World and European champions at the 


just-ended Confederations Cup. 


koko: Socceroos’ Shooting Star 


By ‘Roy Hay 


n exhausted but exhilarated Josip 

Skoko flew home to Geelong after 

tarring in Australia’s three brilliant 
victories over soccer superpowers in the 
Confederations Cup in Japan and South 
Korea. 

The unheralded Socceroos beat defending 
champion Mexico, World and European cham- 
pion France and four-time World Cup winner 
Brazil in the tournament, which is a pre-World 
Cup warm up for the two host nations, 

Skoko had an outstanding tournament, scor- 
ing one goal and helping set up the other in the 
2-) win over Mexico, then firing in the free kick 
which the French keeper could only parry on 
to the post for the second, scored by striker 
Clayton Zane, 

A slight thigh strain meant he was rested for 
the matches against Korea and Japan, both of 
which were lost by a single goal, preventing 
Australia from reaching the final, won by 
France over Japan. 

He returned for the final victory over Brazil, 
Spraying passes around and conducting the 
orchestra in the absence of regular skipper and 
midfield partner Paul Okon, 

“This was my second time at the 
Confederations Cup”, he said, having been one 
of the youngest players when Australia last 
took part in 1997. 

“This time I played more games and it was a 
superb stage for us. We beat three good teams. 


Some of those who took part may not be so 
well known now, but they will be soon. Half 
the French team play with big clubs like Paris § 
Germain and Bordeaux. It was not a bad team. 
The whole experience 
though it was hard to stay 
whole time.” 

Many of the top European managers were 


e 


Clayton Zane (left) celebrating the goal that 
sunk mighty France. 


present at the tournament including Gerald 
Houllier of Liverpool and Arsene Wenger of 
Arsenal. 

Though Skoko is happy to play another yea 
of his contract with Racing Club of Genk in 
Belgium, the club has already turned down 
substantial offers for the tii 
playmaker. 

The most likely 
nario is that towards the 
end of next year he will be 
on the move to one of the 
major European leagues, 
England, Spain, Italy or 
Germany. 

Skoko reflected on the improvement in the 
Socceroos in the last few years. 

“We work to a plan these days. Everything 
we do is spoken about. 

Things happen for a reason in the game. We 
have become rock solid at the back, even 
though we changed players for every game. 
That has been something we have worked on 
for two or three years. Paul Okon and I work 
well together in midfield. You have been in the 
situation so many times, that you know what is 
coming up and you chose the right option.” 

I said, “From the outside some of your pass- 
es look as if they are telepathic. They arrive 
with the maker's name on the ball the right way 
up.” 

He laughed, “But if you do it often enough 
you know what is happening and can antici- 
pate the moves.” 

Skoko was enormously impressed by the 


“We work to a plan 
these days. Everything 
we do is spoken about.” 


quality of the pitches on which the games were 
played and the stadia, 

The hotels are still not fully completed, while 
traffic problems in Korea meant long delays on 
the way to training and matches. 

He is sure everything will be ready for the 
World Cup in 2002, 

“We have had invaluable 
preparation, We will be 
one of the few countries 
with first hand knowl- 
edge of both countries if 
we qualify,” he said. 

So now Skoko has a 
week at honie to recov- 
er, though he would not get much peace as 
preparation was under way for his sister Lucy's 
wedding over the week-end, 

Then it is off to New Zealand this week for 
the first leg of the crucial Oceania qualifiers 
which will determine which couritry faces the 
fifth-placed team in South America for a place 
in the World Cup Final. 

Australia has not been there since 1974; but 
this current crop of players is the best we have 
fielded, 

They play modern, controlled and exciting 
soccer, and with superstars Mark Viduka and 
Harry Kewell, plus Danny Tiatto and Paul 
Agostino to come for later matches, the 
prospects have never been brighter. 

And let us not forget that Geelong's Steve 
Horvat played in the win over Brazil and could 
yet force his way back into Frank Farina’s top 
team. / 
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Dear Sir, Australia — may receive up 
1am writing in relation to to $1,9m of Commonwealth 
the Estimates Committee monies when it is, in my 


Hearings for the Industry, 
Science and Resources port- 
folio. 

Included in that portfolio is 
funding for sport and, in par- 
ticular, soccer. | am an avid 
soccer fan and I appreciate 


view, failing the key stake- 
holders of the sport, namely 
players and fans (in other 
words, the ordinary tax 
payer). 

‘As a few examples: 

1) There have been recent 


the funding provided to the incidents of violence at 
sport by different levels of National Soccer League 
Government. games. It took Soccer 


Australia some three weeks to 
deal with these incidents, dur- 
ing which time they prevari- 
cated, their Chairman went on 


However, | am concerned 
that the organisation which is 
responsible for the sport in 
this country — Soccer 


INTER MILAN 
OF AUSTRALIA 


Dear Sir, 
‘tis that time of the year again where Perth Glory emu- 


late Inter Milan by attempting to buy a championship, 
What a laugh. They over-pay their ‘stars’ anyway. 

T cannot wait to. see them fall over their prawn sand- 
wiches yet again, Oh well, they are good value for a few 
Taughs. 


Gavin Clarke 
Bass Hill, NSW 


Oz Soccer 


Dear Sir, 
June 4, 2001, will go down 
in the history of Australian 


How wrong have they got it ? 
Tt was not all that Jong ago 
when Australian soccer fans 


television trying to joke about 
the situation by saying 
“maybe a riot would get more 
people to games’, and their 
Chairman also said there had 
never been such incidents 
before — which is patently 
untrue. Contrast this with the 
NRL, who took just four days 
to deal with a similar situ- 
ation with the 
Canterbury Bulldogs. 

2) The National 
Soccer League is a 
mess and is a sub- 
standard domes- 
tic competi- 
tion, It is 
tuled by fear and 
favour rather than sound busi- 
ness principles and too many 
clubs have been allowed to 
stay in for too long based on 
promises and  paybacks, 
rather than what is best for the 
code. 

3) The sport is still plagued 
by a system of patronage and 
favour, operating both nation- 
ally and at State federation 
level. 

4) The standard of admin- 
istration is poor with no 
sense, from the outside look- 


’s Darkest Day Raa 
Socceroos 


conflict of interest with his 
Marconi Club association. 
What a joke ! A conflict of 


stions over SA fundi 


ing in, that there is any nor- 
mal business planning or any 
communications measures, 
procedures, policies or struc- 
tures in place which ensure its 
transparency and accountabil- 
ity to stakeholders~such as 
me, taxpayers and, of course, 
the Industry, Science and 
Resources portfolio. 
Jam not asking you not 
to agree to fund 
Soccer Australia — 
but am asking you 
to ensure that 
there is a 
process put in 
place which 
monitors the performance of 
Soccer Australia at the high- 
est level possible. 

Soccer is the most popular 
sport played by 5-14 year old 
boys in Australia; it is the 
team sport played by more 
adult males than any other in 
Australia; and it has the high- 
est growth rate of participa- 
tion by girls aged 5-14 in a 
team sport. 

It is a sport which touches 
the lives of many families in 
both rural and urban areas. It 
is also one of the truly global 


sports where Australia can 
Participate at international 
level on a world stage at dif- 
ferent age groups for both 
men and women. 

It is, therefore, important 
to our nation both in social 
terms and in economic terms. 
It deserves better. 

Task that the Parliamentary 
spotlight be directed on 
Soccer Australia and its gov- 
emance and management. 

John McGauran 
Berwick, VIC 


Dear Sir, 

The World Cup qualifiers are here, 
It’s time to grab the wheel and steer, 
For the harbour lights are near, 


In our sights they are clear, 


With Farina behind the wheel, 
Our man has nerves of steel, 
For the green and gold he feels, 
Our place no-one will steal, 

If the winds are right, 


Dear Sir, 


Frank Farina: It's now or never for Australia’s 


World Cup hopes. 


And our team is bright, 
‘We'll join the fight, 
With no flags of white, 


So, with a rebel yell, 

Lets give them hell, 

My mates I must tell, 

The stadium we must sell, 

Advance Australia Fair, 
Paul Bottari, 
Yokine. WA. 


interest ! 

What is he doing in the 
Chair if he has conflicting 
interests? Are there other 
board members with courage 
enough to claim conflict of 
interest in soccer activities? 

This current Soccer 
Australia board must go. 

Misters Woods, Avory, 
Brondolino, Walker and Ms. 


soccer as a dark day. 

On this day the board of 
Soccer Australia effectively 
disenfranchised large sections 
of our national soccer commu- 
nity. 

The actions of this publicly- 
discredited board in axing 
both The Canberra Cosmos 
and Brisbane Strikers, from a 
competition that was close to 


were treated to a sell out spec- 
tacle of 40,000 at a Brisbane 
NSL Grand Final and capacity 
crowds at Australia’s finest 
soccer stadium, Canberra's 
Bruce Stadium during the 
2000 Olympics. 

Pathetically the present 
Soccer Australia board has 
failed to nurture the latent 
interest these sports lovers in 


Please let me first con- 
gratulate the Socceroos for 
their performances in the 
Confederation Cup. 

For all those who said that 
France and Brazil were not 
at full-strength, in that case 
also,we were missing 
KéWwell, Viduka, and Tiatto, 
etc, 

Also, Brazil can pick from 


being National to one of being these vital regions have held Cheryl Bart, (note their 130million people; France Mark Schwarzer 
almost a NSW competition, forsoccer, none sense forcing names) should collectively can pick from SOmillion, so Before 1 close, 1 would like 
removes any doubt about the them to other more organised take the walk of shame ! They please don’t take away from (0 pick the save by” 


ineptitude and short-sighted- 
ness of Soccer Australia and 
its officers. 

The litany of poor decisions 
and judgement which has 


national codes such as rugby 
union, League and AFL, 
Chairman Labbozetta 
claims to have been outside 
the decision process, citing a 


are together Australian soc- 
cer's weakest link and must be 
replaced! Goodbye. 
Arthur Huggins, 
Ngunnawal. ACT 


Australia’s Mark Schwarzer 
against France, as the best 
save of the tournament, 
J. Muscat, 
Melb. VIC 


the shine of these wins, 
Also, Brazil can get beat. 
Argentina did it 31 times, 
and Australia haven't a bad 
record against Argentina. 


Tony Labbozzetta (right) and Soccer Australia GM 
Stefan Kamasz at the media briefing announcing 
+ the reduction of the NSL to 12-teams. 


characterised this regime must 
end. 

With few exceptions, sports 
reporters in both the print and 
electronic media shave 
described this board’s activi- 
ties and pronouncements with 
both comedy and horror. 

How embarrassing it has 
been to be a soccer supporter 
this last year. How embarrass- 
ing it was to witness the con- 
tinual booing and derision 
poured on Soccer Australia’s 
chairman Mr. Labbozetta by 
thousands of spectators as he 
took the podium in the most 
chaotically-arranged medal 
presentation ever , before the 


poorest crowd of an NSL 
Grand Final in eight years. 
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Wollongong Wolves players celebrating their Grand Final triumph over South 
Melbourne, to crown a maiden season for coach Ron Corry. 


In praise of Ronnie Corry 


Dear Sir, 

Many pundits have expressed surprise that 
Ron Corry was able to lead the Wolves to their 
second successive Grand Final victory. 

Those that know the part Ron played in the 
Wolves first Grand final success as assistant to 
Nick Theo were not surprised. 

The very much underrated Corry has to my 
knowledge no fancy coaching certificate from a 
big name coaching school. His coaching skills 
were lovely at the school of hard knocks during. 
the last 45+ years. 

The many high profile young coaches would 
do well to seek him out and this includes Frank 
Farina and especially Graham Arnold. 

It is a shame that it has taken him so long to 
get recognition as a coach. 

Thave often lamented that once our best play- 


ers quit playing most of them sever all connec: , 
tions with soccer mostly out of despair at the 
way the game is run in Australia. 

Ron Corry is one of the few good ex playets 
who has been able to continue contributing to 
the games advancement well into middle age if 
the conditions were right many others would 
have done the same. 

On another point Northern Spirit, Parramatta 
Power and othér clubs take note of the style of 
football the Wolves played over the last three to 
four years. Winning and playing attractive foot- 
ball is the only way to go if you are ever going 
to entice the demanding Oz public. 

It is not good enough to grind out results 
even if it put points on the board. 

R. Melor, 
Bondi. NSW. 


By Allan Crisp 


BLUE EAGLES, 
PATRIOTS IN CUP 
FINAL 


live times cup winners Blue Eagles and 

brash newcomers Playford Patriots meet 
in the 2001 West End Federation Cup final 
at Hindmarsh Stadium on Saturday, 
September 1. 

Blue Bagles trod a tough path to the 
spring meeting by beating Croydon Kings 
1-0 jn fascinating tactically-spiced second 
semifinal, thereby reversing the defeat suf- 
fered to the Kings in the corresponding fix- 
ture last season, Z 

Playford pounced into its first senior cup 


te League leader Birkaltit and Premier 
Leaguer Playford, both under new manage 
ments, staged a collision of th 
with Birkalla the pre-match fi 
because of its outstanding Summer Series 
triumph 

Birkalla wore the State-League badge, 
but is an acknowledged Premier League 
club in waiting, 

Moreover, the Camden-based club is a 
fledgling feeder NSL club as the Con 
Makris backed outfit still anticipates a call- 
up as South Australia’s second team. 

Patriots coach Alby Kidd and Birkalla 


awaited clash still feeling the bitter taste of 
defeat three days before when Playford 
crashed 1-5 to Metro Stars, while Birkalla 
lost its first league match of the season, suc- 
cumbing 1-2 to Western Strikers. 

Bets would have been heavily in favour 
of Birkalla, but nothing quite prepared the 
crowd for the stunning comeback from the 
Super resilient Patriots, 

Playford crossed the white lines minus 
former West Adelaide Sharks and 
Melbourne Knights goalkeeper Dave Miller 


mentor Zoran Maricie entered the eagerly- * 


(injured in league battle-on Suturday 
pended captain, Andy Thomson and rising 
star Steve Kidd. 

‘The Patriots showed the first signs of 
ignoring the script by hitting the front in the 
12th minute when Theo Anastasiou 
swooped on an uncharacteristic miskick by 
Paul Pezos to slap the ball past Anthony 
(Tassie) Breaden in the Birkalla goal. 

Playford’s lead lasted less than 60 sec- 


= onds as energetic Peter Mihalopoulos lev- 


elled for Birkalla, proving the theory that 
teams are the most vulnerable after scoring. 

A sizzling free kick from Aaron 
‘Westerwelt brought a flying save from Neil 
Cotgrove, just one of the superb feats 
accomplished by the Patriots reserve custo- 
dian. 

Birkalla grabbed the lead in the 26th 
minute after Jim Nikas, who was flown 
from Sydney for the semi-final, slotted 
home a penalty, awarded by referee Mathew 
Cream for a foul in the box by Shane 
Pearce. 

Pearce atoned three minutes before half 
time when he capped a Birkalla breakaway 
to pick out Anastasiou, who elipped in his 
second goal of the stirring contes 

Pearce was red carded two minutes from 
the final whistle when he received his see- 
ond booking 

Mark Brazzale, who led the Playford 
midfield in masterly fashion, sparked the 
winning goal three minutes after the restart 
when he floated a comer kick into the teeth 
of the goalmouth for young Sam Farncombe 
to nod past Breaden, 


Michael Brooks: Blue Eagles’ 
hero aginst Croydon Kingz. 


South Australia 
Premier League Results 


ROUND 12 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
Modbury Jets 0 Olympic FC 
tZeika) 


Port Lion Pirates 1 
(Maia) 

Campbelltown Devils 2 
(Campbell J. Barbaro} 

White City Woodville 1 


Blue Eagles 


(Brooks 2, Artome 2) 


(Lucchesi) 


STATE LEAGUE 


(Rooney) 


Croydon Kings 1 
Playford Patriots 1 


ie Spirit 1 


(Bernaiine) (Weart) 

Metro Stars 1 Port 

(Sordillo) (Motley) 

Raiders 1 Adelaide City 
Nicholls) (Saracenv 2, M, Karlovic) 


Cobras 1 Birkalla 
(Goya (iWestervelt, Wilkinson, Ferrera) 
Hills Hawks 0 Panthers 
Seaford Surfers 1 Para Hills Knights 3 


(Hutchinson, Talbot, Gooding) 


Cumberland Foxes 


Northern Demons 5 Enfield Faleons Noarlunga Bulldogs y Northern Demons 
ake eae (Recheeci) Enfield Falcons v Seaford Surfers 
emachio, Fascinan) - ean es ‘ 
Salisbury Apaches 3 Noarlunga Bulldogs! Para Hills Knights v Hills Hawks 
arian Seley ose tas Panthers v Cumberland Foxes 


Brazzale, one of a select group of players 
to represent both Adelaide City and West 
Adelaide at NSL level, was well-supported 
by Famcombe. Ryan Bell and Danifen 
DiMella, while Carl Veart’s organisational 
ability was a determining winning factor. 


Westervelt, John Fusco, Mihalopoulos, , 


Greg Hagias and Nick Dawes were strong 
contributors for the losers, who badly 
missed the penetrative sorties of ex-Youth 
Socceroo Jim Tsekinis. 

Blue Eagles stayed firmly on track for a 
league and cup double with its 1-0 second 
semi-final win over holders Croydon Kings. 

Rival coaches Zoran Karadzic (Eagles) 
and Phil Scardigno (Kings) obviously knew 

ying abilities of their opponents like 
of their respective clipboards. 

Therefore, the expected tight. taut, tussle 
eventuated with the single goal scored by, 
who else, but goal magician Michael 
Brooks? 

Perhaps the only surprise was that the 
game did not spill into extra-time, so even- 
ly matched were the teams. Brooks (and we 
must add guardedly — at press time), who 
has scored 18 league goals this season, and 
his striking partner Frank Sergi. were well 
contained until [1 minutes from the final 
whistle, 

Tt was then that Marcin Kierno and Jack 
Mantzarapis combined to find the inconteo- 
vertible Brooks, who gleefully smashed the 
ball past Eddie Scal#tin'the Croyd 

It was a tribute 10: the Kings 
stability that the breakthrough spelt the sec- 
ond genuine scoring chance of the semi for 
the predatory Brooks, who owns the 
Premier League goalscoring record and is 
continuing his net busting exploits. this 
Teague season. 

Brooks was released into the penalty area 
by midfielder Joe Calvanese and the ace 
striker needed no second invitation to spell 
the difference between the semi-finalists, 


WEST END CUP 
SEMI-FINALS 


PLAYFORD PATRIOTS 3 


(Anastasiou 12, 42, Farncombe 48) 


BIRKALLA EAGLES 2 
(Mihalopoulos 13, Nikas 26, penalty) 


Playford Patriots: Cotgrove, Henry, Bell, 


Mignone. Robertson, Brazzale, Veart, 
Farncombe, Pearce, Anastasi 
Subs: Crawford, Radfore 

Birkalla Eagles: Breaden, Tibaldi, Fusco. 
Dawes, Hagias, Kokkinoplitis. Westervelt. 
‘Mihalopoulos, Pezos, Wilkinson, Nikas. Subs: 
Ferriera, McGregor, P. Paris, Welch. 

Referee: M. Cream. Cautions: Tibaldi 
(BE), Robertson, Pearce (PP) Red Card: 
Pearce (PP), 


BLUE EAGLES 1 
(Brooks 79) 
CROYDON KINGS 0 


Blue Eagles; DeLucia, Deleso, Sergi, 
Brooks, Senesi, Ferrante, Calvanese, T. 


Zi. Tosh. Hoey, 
mn, Perin, Mu: 
ci, S, Barbaro, Deptula, M.Woods. Subs: 
landiorio, Lucchesi, Widera, Pirone, Basile. 
Referee: C. Zetter, Cautions: Mantzarapis 
(BE) Musalino, Pitucci, Barbaro, Woods (CK). 


INVESTMENT 
DELAY 


delaide City Force has failed to meet its 

self-imposed deadline of announci 
new investors, whose involvement 
ed to steer the chub into a new era of privatised 
prosperity, 

One key figure, a former City player, has 
reportedly had second thou 
his hat in the investment 

As South Australia’s only NSL elub, City 
hopes_so expand its supporter base further 
beyond its Italian community origins. 

A reported interest from English club 
Sheffield Wednesday could be a step in-that 
direction. “Yes, Sheffield Wednesday had a 
look at the club and were impressed,” said 
Force president Bob D’Ottavi, who has since 
flown out to Italy, where he will combine club 
and business matters. 


FAMOUS NAMES 


ion Makris has some big name pl 
Jined up ready to join his proposed new 
NSL club. 

Socceroo Stan Lazaridis not only heads the 
group of proposed signings, but has been 
involved in promoting the Makris plan to inter- 
ested parties Lazaridis enjoyed a brief holiday 
in Adelaide during the end of the 
Confederations Cup campaign and this week's 


as expect- 


is about throwing 


DEAKIN SIGN-ON ZELIC, 
 CHILEAN IMPORT =~ 


Stan Lazaridis: Pencilled-down to 
lace boots for Con Makris’ 
proposed NSL side, 1 


Joust with the Kiwis, 

The fleet-footed flank man expressed disap- 
pointment that the Makris bid had been reject- 
ed, bul remains confident that any expansion 
of the league could include the SA club. 

Meanwhile, Makris has other famous 
names in his Birkalla Under 23. squad — 
Kosmina and Lukin, 

Teenager Nathan Kosmina is the son of for: 
mer Socceroo captain John, and Dean Lukin 
junior is the son of ex-Olympian Gold Medal 
weightlifter champion 

Birkalla: senior hy Zoran Maricie rates 
both players highly. Left-footed Kosming is a 
midfielder, while Lukin is a striker. 

“Nathan shows definite Kosmina traits in 
the way he gives 100 per cent effort to hig 
game and Dean is very good on the: ball 
Maricic enthused. i 


Allan Crisp can be heard on the 
SRPH (1197) Marshall Thompson 
Homes/Pacific Real Estate Breakfast 
Soccer Show each Tuesday from 
7am-8.30am, along with Croydon 
Kings coach Phil Scardigno, Peter 
Millar, The Advertiser soccer writer 
Meno Toutsidis and producer Robbie 
Pogplestone. 

fillar and Crisp return on 
Sundays from 8.30am-9.30am for the 
SRPH SOS (Soccer on Sunday) pro- 
gram for all the latest results from 
local, interstate and overseas, 


0 Western Strikers 


4 ROUND 13 ~ 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
SATURDAY, JUNE 23 
Blue Eagles v Modbury Jets 
Adelaide City v Part Lion Pirates 
Olympic FC y Metro Stars 
3 Port Pirie Spirit v White City 
Playford Patriots v Campbelltown City 
Croydon Kings v Raiders 


STATE LEAGUE 


Western Strikers vy Cobras 
Birkalla v Salisbury Apaches 


1 By Graham Cooke 


CT Premiership leaders 

Canberra Deakin have 

further strengthened an 
already formidable line-up with 
the signing of Chilean striker 
Eugenio Araya. 

The 25-year-old, part of the 
Chilean Olympic squad for the 
Atlanta Games, has played the last 
two seasons in China and was 
yoted the continent's best soccer 
import for 2000. He had previous- 
ly played in the Chilean first divi- 
sion for the Cobresal club. 

Araya holds the record for the 
fastest goal scored in the Chinese 
first division (seven seconds) and 
will need to demonstrate that abil- 
ity to hold a regular place in 
Deakin’s starting line-up in the 
face of competition from veterans 


Tony, Lemezina and Marko 
Perinovic, Lemezina recently 
scored a three-minute hat trick in a 
league game against Weston 
Creek Royals. 

Also signed last week was Ivan 
Zelic, a former Young Socceroo 
who, like his older brother Ned, 
now playing in Europe, came up. 
through Deakin’s youth system. 

Zelic, a 23-year-old midfielder, 
played the last National Soccer 
League season for Melbourne 
Knights ij the fourth NSL club he 
has represented since breaking 
into the competition at 17. 

He agrees his form at the top 
level has been less than inspiring 
and hopes a winter back with the 
club that gave him his start will 
rekindle the spark and provide a 
launching pad for his own bid to 
play in Europe, possibly at the end 
of the year. 


Ivan Zelic: Canberra 
Deakin’s new recruit. 


In the meantime, Deakin’s 
place af the top of the Premiership 
table is looking even more secure. 
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A BACKGROUND 
TO SEVEN’S 


irstly allow me to introduce my 

self, my name is Con 

Monteleone and I represent a 
Soccer Fan group called STAND, 
meaning SevenTalksAnd- 
NeverDelivers — Channel 7 being the 
TV rights holder for our game, 

Our group came about two years ago 
when fans across the country were 
becoming increasingly dismayed at 
what we saw as the demise 
of the game in this coun- 
try, 

Out initial displeasure 
was with channel Seven 
because they bought the 
tights to Aussie soccer for 
ten years but had up to that 
point shown almost noth- 
ing. After writing to Seven 
and lobbying them constantly, we even- 
tually resorted to protesting the station 
at their Melbourne,Sydney and Perth 
headquarters, 


ae, 


Stefan Kamasz: Declined to offer 
any concessions over Seven's 
contract with the NSL. 


‘The controversy resulted in a meeting 
with Channel Seven Manager, Mr. 
David Aspinall. It became obvious that 
Channel Seven were not interested in 
showing free-to-air soccer until the 
game demonstrated commercial viabili- 
ty, this included the manner in which the 
game was administered, I left the meet- 
ing feeling that SA had a lot to answer 
for. 

J approached a couple of SA board 
members about the lack of free-to-air 
soccer only to be told that there was 
nothing that can be done, “if you saw the 
contract you'd know what I'd mean” 
was the typical response, or “I didn’t 
yote for it” was another reply. 

Only a year had passed and the same 
Board members aspiring for bigger 
things, told me that if they became 
chairman that they would tear up the 
contract! Makes you wonder about the 
people we have on the board of Soccer 
Australia? In my view the process for 
nomination-and board selection should 


~ be under review, the stakeholders which 


ultimately decide who governs our sport 
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seem to carry the wishes of only a few. 
It doesn’t seem fair, whilst the majoirty; 
the fans have no say in the direction of 
our sport, 

Following our demonstration at 
Channel 7 I received a letter from Mr. 
Aspinall. 

T learnt that channel Seven could and 
should have done more to apease the 
growing dis-enchantment from soccer 
supporters, but I also 
learnt that SA had to pro- 
vide a product Seven 
could sell. In that letter we 


were told that Seven 
would promote the game, 
when the game was devel- 


oped, 
So who’s job was that? 
Soccer Australia of 


course! But what were they doing to 
promote and develop our game in 
Australia? 

Soccer Australia reportedly earned 
23 million over 10 years for giving 
Channel Seven the TV rights to our 
game. How much of that money went in 
advertising and promotion of our game? 
how much of that money went into mar- 
keting? These were questions we asked 
SA but never got an answer to, you can 
draw your own conclusions about where 
the money went. 

After writing to all the parties con- 
cerned I came to the conclusion that 
Channel Seven had a point! Our game as 
it was administered was amateurish, low 
secretive, un-professional, disre- 
spectful to fans and totally below what 
might be acceptable for a sporting body. 
Through my letters, meetings and con- 
yersations with key people in the indus- 
try I have gathered much evidence. 

On November 30th 2000 1 met with 
Hans Ulrich Schnieder,chief of finance 
at FIFA, I handed Mr, Schnieder a 60- 
page report with the evidence ‘I had 
gathered up to that point. 

Mr. Schnieder showed concern at 
what T had told him but commented that 
Soccer Australia * 
was a member of 
FIFA and that FIFA 
would be reluctant 
to investigate one of 
their own, he how- 
ever promised a 
teply to my organi- | 
sation, 

Sepp Blatter also 
replied to a letter 
from one of our 
group and passed on 
the letter to the gen- 
eral secretary for 
scrunity. 

FIFA eventually 


Croatian player, and 
a World Cup 1998 
Bronze Medalist. is 
just one of many star 
signings as United 
build up to the new 
season. 

Also rejoining 
Sydney United is 21 
year old defender, 
Michael Santalab. 
Santalab played a 
major role in Sydney 
United's 1998/99 
Minoe Premiership 
winning team before 
moving to Parramatta 
Power and he has 
also _ represented 
Australia at youth 


Aljosa Asanovic (right): Agreed to a new one-year deal with Sydney United. 


level. 


Joining his brother at 


United is 18 year-old 


Brendon Santalab. A 


wily striker, Brendon 


Asanovic stays 
at Sydney United 


elebrated Croatian mid- 
fielder  Aljosa 
Asanovic enjoyed § % 


his two match guest 
appearance “at Sydney 
United last season so much 
that he has agreed to 
return for the new season. 
Only this time, instead of 
just playing two matches, 


tact me with some concern as to what I 
had told FIFA, 

Toffered to host a meeting with Stefan 
Kamasz (NSL Manager) in Melbourne 
or Sydney but talks broke down when 1 
requested certain pre conditions to that 
meeting. 

In my view 1 asked for little more than 
what was reasonable, A copy of the SA 
constitution, A list 
of the SA board 
Members, The 
Soccer 21 
Statement and a 
copy of the last two 
annual 
reports.Stefan 
eventually sent me 
5 the Soccer 21 state- 
ment but refused to 
offer anything else, 
Hence the meeting 
never took place, 
Tn Soccer Australia 
circles much is 


mentioned of 


replied only to say 


that the matter was 
an issue for 
Australia and that it 


(stakeholders) par- 
ticularly when the 
position of chair- 
manship is up for 


should be resolved Sepp Blatter: Washed his hands off arabs, Unfortunately 


locally, They sug- 

gested we continue 

dialog with Soccer Australia. 
Since my reporting of the FIFA meet- 

ing went to the news paper, SA did con- 


the Seven debate. 


in all the discussions 
where stakeholders 
are concerned, the biggest and most 
important stakeholder, the FANS is 
never mentioned. 


Asanovic has agreed to play the 
entire 2001/2002 season 
with Sydney United. 

Of his two appearances in 
the last two matches last 
season, Asanovic managed 
to score a goal from the 


up three others. 
The second most-capped 


In answering their critics SA have on 
occasion said “we listen to the fans” but 
this has never been demonstrated. Fans 
have written to SA and never received a 
replies. 

SA plays down any criticism it ever 
receives, When Robbie Slater a player in 
the NSL spoke out publicly about the 
woes of Soccer in Australia, SA prompt- 
ly charged Robbie with bringing the 
game into dis-repute. Robbie Slater was 
merely echoing the thoughts on all the 
soccer Fans in the country, 

T have written a registered letter to the 
former Chairman Mr. Basil Scarsella 
and never received a reply. SA do not 
listen to the fans, they continue to bury 
their collective heads in the sand and 
hope we the fans will go away! They are 
actually right because we are so frustrat- 
ed at watching our game and particular- 
ly the NSL going backwards that people 
are leaving in droves. 

It is truly a sad situation when the 
most-popular youth sport in this country 
fails to materialise to anything less than 
amediocre game. Let's take a look at the 
state of the NSL, 

In the twenty year history of the 
national competion some 20 teams have 
met with the scrap heap. Two teams dur- 
ing the middle of this season alone. 

As part of the entry criteria to the 
NSL, SA request that revenue from soc- 
cer should be in the order of 2 to 3 mil- 
lion per year. Yet in the same breath SA 


penalty spot as well as set 


made sporadic first 
ees) team appearances for 
* “| Parramatta Power 
last season. He is a 
player who joins 
Watkins and Jon 
Angelucci as well as 
coach Kreso Ganjto as 
the new faces at United for the 
2001/2002 season. The players 
signed are fast and have a lot of 
attacking flair, which is sure to thrill 
the crowds at Sydney United, 


Brendon Santalab: Another new 
recruit, 


has been unable to secure an NSL nam- 
ing rights sponsor for the last two years. 

The so called corporate marketing 
arm of the NSL (IEC) has the role of 
inviting corporate sponsors to partake in 
the League, Big deal! I can send corpo- 
rate invitations until the cows come 
home. What sponsors if any has (IEC) 
secured anyway? A few months ago SA 
put the notion that TELSTRA was about 
to become amajor sponsor for the Sport; 
Well what happened? We don’t know 
because SA don’t tell us. % 

In conclusion I could go on for ever, I 
could if you wish forward you docu- 
ments I have obfained over the course of 
my quest, documents collaborating what 
I have mentioned aboye, documents 
demonstrating what SA will do to fend 
off criticism. 

FIFA was entirely right , this is a local 
issue which should and needs to be 
resolved by ourselves, that is why I, on 
behalf of our members and the, thou- 
sands of like minded supporters ask you 
Senator and the rest of the esitimates 
commitee to take control or even inves- 
tigate how and why and by whom our 
tax money is spent by Soccer Australia. 

One thing is certainly clear, we don’t 
get our monies worth! 

Thank you for your time. 


Con Monteleone wrote in from 
Donnybrook, Victoria. 


VSF supports NSL cull | , 


mince words when he declared his sup- 
< port for the cull. He condemned the 
actions of the federations of Western 
Australia, ACT, Queensland and 
Tasmania to stage a revolt and force a 
board spill in response to the sacking of 
Canberra and Brisbane, 

Victorian clubs Carlton, which 
collapsed last December, and 
Morwell's Eastern Pride, 
which fell out of the 
league when it failed to 
pay its affiliation fees 
late last season, com- 
pleted the elimination 
of four clubs from 16 to 
12 next season, The 12 
NSL clubs have already said 
they want the two ousted clubs 
recalled. 

Just when the Socceroos are nearing 
their moments of truth, Australia's trou- 


By Bert van Bedaf 
i 


ICTORIA is firmly behind 

V Soccer Australia in its decision 

to drop Brisbane Strikers and 

Canberra Cosmos from the national 

soccer league and reduce the league's 

numbers to 12 clubs for the 2001/2002 
season. 


CEEZ=—Z 
MPO 


od as Brisbane, Canberra and the four 
state federations are ready to revolt over 
the sackings, while pressure is mounting 
for another government inquiry into 
how soccer is run in Australia. The 
Senate last inquired into soccer in 1995. 
Soccer Australia receives $1.87 mil- 
lion from the tax-funded 
Australian Sports 
Commission, which 
gives the federal gov- 
ernment a vested inter- 
est in the sport and 
entitles it to investi- 
gate the running of it, 
Senator for Tasmania 
and chairman of the 
Senate Estimates 
. Committee said, "$918,000 is 
to go the men and women's Institute of 
Sports programs, $800,000 has been 
allocated to high performance athletes 


\ 


development activities.” 

Labor senator Chris Schacht has 
called for "the government to conduct an 
independent inquiry into soccer or for 
the Senate to hold a full public inquiry”. 

Former Victorian premier and former 
honorary president of the VSF, Jeff 


“Kennett put it bluntly, "I'd pull the 


bloody thing (national league) apart and 
start again.” 

Galanos made it clear the Victorian 
federation stood by Soccer Australia's 
decision and deplored the group of rebel 
federations that is agitating against it. 

"We're not part of the group that spat 
the dummy," Galanos said. 

The four federations want to dissolve 
the current board, headed by chairman 
Tony Labbozzetta, and force fresh elec- 
tions at an extraordinary stakeholders 
meeting on June 30, 

The objective is to oust the current 


Manny Galanos, chairman of the 
Victorian Soccer Federation, did not 


By Graham Cooke 


anberra Deakin, continuing a search for 

the better things of life, demonstrated 

their superiority in the ACT Premiership 
with a 9-0 win over University of Canberra at 
Deakin Oval on Sunday. 

The club used the Queen’s Birthday break to fur- 
ther strengthen a side which were already looking 
and behaving like champions — and coach Vlado 
Horvat demonstrated supreme confidence’in his tal- 
ented pack by playing new signing Eugenio Araya 
out wide of the established striking partnership of 
Marko Perinovic and Tony Lemezina. 

They did not let him down. Lemezina scored a 
hat-trick, not quite as fast as the three-minute blitz 
against Weston Creek Royals earlier in the season, 
but still done in under the half-hour, not including 
the interval break; Perinovic and Araya both added 
two in the second half, Perinovic also missing a 
penalty. 

Scott Manson opened the scoring, gratefully tak- 
ing a pin-point cross from Mladin Rogic to head 
past goalkeeper Michael McKenna, and mid-way 
through the second half Joe Skrtic threaded his way 
through a bemused defence to add his name to the 
score sheet: 

University coach Tony Brennan asked that judg- 
ment on his team not be harsh, and indeed the 
University struggled long and gallantly in a lost 
cause, At 1-0 Damian Ruitenberg shook his defend- 
er and shot past goalkeeper Barney Smith only to 


Scott Manson: Opened the floodgates for 
Canberra Deakin. 


bled world game is in for a volatile peri- 


Barney Smith: Endured a nightmarish outing in 
goal for University as they were overrun by 
. Deakin. 
see the ball hit the far upright, and bounce back 
across the face of the goal to be cleared by Michael 
Barac. 

Much later in the game a near-mistake by Smith 
might have given some consolation to the labouring 
University, but this was not a day to celebrate bat- 
tling underdogs. 

Horvat’s eyes remain firmly on the future, while 
continuing to give every respect to the ACT 


and $135,000 is to be spent on sports 


commissioners (Greg Woods, Joe 


Premiership. “No-one should think that we are not 
taking this competition seriously — I hope our new 
signings and the way we played today demonstrat- 
ed that,” he said. 

“The club is building a squad which is probably 
close to National League standard with the signing 
of Araya and Ivan Zelic, but we will continue to 
work with the young players because Deakin is a 
club which has produced fine local talent in the 
past, and will continue to do so in the future.” 

The test for Deakin will come next week against 
Gungahlin Juventus — a match that is already look- 
ing like a worthy successor to the legendry contests 
between these two in the 1980s. Juventus had their 
own warm-up with a 7-1 beating of bottom club 
Tuggeranong United, Unitedis only scorer being the 
prolific Carl Dideski. 

Monaro kept a hold on third place by beating 
Weston Creek Royals 5-3, although coach Steve 
Bryant was less than impressed with the perfor- 
mance. “We were 1-0 down and made it hard for 
ourselves,” he said. “We didn’t seem to get out of 
second gear today.” 

Monaro’s scorers were Matt Julienne (2), Ilija 
Prenzoski, Dominic Bartone and Greg-Lemin, 

With fourth-placed Canberra Olympic having a 
week off, there were opportunities for the chasing 
teams Belconnen United and Capital City Suns. 
United took the advantage with a 3-1 win over their 
rivals, a result which prompted Suns coach Bill 
Dojcinoski to comment that he had not seen a worse 
performance from his team since they had come 
into the Premiership. Tony Aleksoski scored for the 
Suns while Stuart Camara netted a hat trick for 
United. 


oa 


Manny Galanos: VSF chairman 
who thinks the ouster of Brisbane 
Strikers, Cosmos and Pride are in 
order. 


Brondolino, Les Avory, Bill Walker) and 
bring on board a new set of commis- 
sioners (NSW chairman Peter Gray, 
Tasmanian chairman John Barker, ACT 
chairman Steve Doszpot, former 
Cosmos chairman and now deputy 
chairman of the NSL Ian Knop), who 
favor their plans. Lion Nathan managing 
director Walter Bugno is also said to run 
for election, while independent commis- 
sioner Sheryl Bart may be replaced with’ 
a Channel Seven representative, if the 
coup succeeds. 

"| think it is a disgrace. This is not for 
the good of the game, but for seff-inter- 
ests. The (Soccer Australia) stakehold- 
ers made a decision back in February 
(board elections) and they (rebel federa- 
tions) haven't accepted that decision, 
because of petty jealousies," Galanos 
said, 

He believed the revolt would fail 
because the rebel federations would not 
manage a majority of 75 per cent 
required to elect a boafd that favored re- 
instating the axed clubs. 

* "They'll need 75 per cent of the stake- 
holders to agree (to fresh elections) and 
I can't see they're getting 75 per cent of 
the stakeholders to vote with them,” 
Galanos said. 

"With this particular motion I'd be 
surprised if the other stake holders, 
NSW, Northern NSW, South Australia, 
Northern Territory, the amateur federa> 
tion and the referees association, weren't 
with us, Z 

"I'm absolutely confident that the 
(rebel) federations will not get the 
majority of stakeholders to agree to their _ 
nonsense. These blokes need to have a 
good hard look at themselves," he said: 

Galanos was also quick to quash 
rumors that Brondalino, Victoria's com- 
missioner on the SA board and the pre- 
vious VSF chairman, was party to the 
revolt since he lost to Labbozetta in a 
bitterly fought election four months ago. 

"Joe Brondolino is not party to this. 
We (VSF) didn't vote for Tony 
Labbozzetta, we voted for Joe 
Brondolino. But as soon as the election 
was over, we have given Tony 
Labbozzetta our 100 per cent support as 
chairman. 

We didn't buck the system, We were 
disappointed that our candidate didn't 
get up, but we've given Tony our total 
support. 

"But these people (rebel federations) 
haven't had the decency to reciprocate 
that support to the (elected) commis- 
sioners of Soccer Australia and they're a 
disgrace. H 

We are absolutely flabbergasted and 
bitterly disappointed in their actions,” 
Galanos said. 
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(Above) Francesco Totti of Roma celebrates after scoring a goalduring the Serie A 
34th Round League match played between Roma and Parma. Roma won 3-1 to clinch 
their first Serie A Championship in 18 years. 

(Right) Gabriel Batistuta shoots at goal, setting up Vincenzo Montella for their 
second goal. 

(Above Right) Fanatical Roma supporters celebrating their team’s victory over Parma. 


é 


AMAZING SCENES AT THE NOU CAMP AS BARCELONA QUALIFY FOR THE CHAMPIONS LEAGUE AFTER DEFEATING VALENCIA 3-2 


(Below) Barcelona players swamped by adoring 
fans after the final whistle. 


(Above) Barcelona’s inspirational attacking midfielder, Rivaldo hits a spectacular overhead kick 
to claim his third goal and secure Barcelona the final Champions League berth. 

(Above Right) Amazing scenes as Barcelona fans invade the pitch after their teams remarkable 

final day victory over Valencia. 
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The Colts Players Of The Year: Won by 17 year old Saul 
Santilli (centre), flanked on the left by Coach Sam 
D’Alessandro and team manager Dino Sevrin. 


The Youth Player Of The Year: Won for the meritoriously 
third consecutive year, by towering central defender, Michael 
Beauchamp seen here with his coach John Alverez. 


ENE 


Marconi's sensational Stallionettes who performed a 
pre-dinner routine. Centre of picture is Stallionettes’ mini 
mascot, seven year old Ms Marina Chiellini. 


By Jobn Economos 


NGELQO 
COSTANZO, 
Marconi’s indus- 


trious international mid- 
fielder, last Wednesday night 
at the Marconi Annual 
Awards scooped the pool by 
taking out both of the major 
trophies, 

Another real highlight of 
the evening came when 19 
year old towering central 
defender, Michael Beauchamp 
was announced as the “Youth 
Team Player Of The Year’ for 
the third consecutive year, a 
monu- 
mental 
achieve: 
ment to 
say the 
very 
least. 

In his 
short 
speech, 

Beau- 
champ 


all those 
players 
that 
voted for 
me over 
the past 
three 


2 

sons and it Angelo Costanzo not only took 

has been a OUt the Club's ‘Players’ Player’ 
e a t ward, but also the ‘Supporters’ 

Player Of the Year’, kindly 

A | - Sponsored by ‘Johnnie Walker’. 


grea 
reward 


though he was still in Italy on 
trials with Serie A side 
Perugia all last week, 
Costanzo was first announced 
at having won the ‘Players’ 
Player’ award and later that he 
had also taken out the 
‘Supporters’ Player Of The 
Year’. 

In his absence his wife 
Helen received Angelo’s tro- 
phy from Club president, tony 
Labbozzetta. 

Marconi’s 17 year old cen- 
tral midfielder, Saul Santilli, 
took out the ‘Colts Of The 
Year" trophy. 

Costanzo flew back into 
Sydney last Saturday night 
and is now waiting.to hear 
word from Perugia’s ma 
ment regarding scoring a con- 


tract. 

When ABSW contacted 
Costanzo last night, the mid- 
fielder or sweeper seemed 
quite relaxed about his “Italian 
Affair’ 

“Firstly I wanted to thank 
all my team-mates and our 
supporters for having voted 
for me in the two awards I 
won. 

“About Perugia, well I was 
told that they would decide 
sometime this week. 

“The coach Cesare Cosmi , 
seemed happy and used me in 
practice 
games as 
a sweeper. 
“Perugia 
are about 
to sell 
quite a 
few play- 
ers very 
soon. Not 
because 
they are 
bad or too 
old, but 
because 
this Club 
brings 
them in 
young, 

ooms 
them and 
then sells 
them,” 
Costanzo 
informed 


In fact 
right now national manager 
Giovanni Trappatoni is casting 
an eagle eye over three of 
Perugia’s players. One in par- 
ticular is the left back. 

Originally Costanzo was 
heading further North for trials 
with Genoa, but before he got 
there the manager that was 
interested in Costanzo, was 
sacked. 

Perugia finished their sea- 


A. after going down 2-1 to 
Verona. 


ao 


RCO 


STALLIONS 


Ms Helen Costanzo, receiving the ‘Marconi Player Of The 
Year’ award from the Club president, Mr Tony Labbozzetta, on 
behalf of her husband/player, Angelo, (overseas on trials with 

Perugia.). 


Ms Gabriella Genovese with her most trusted assistant, 
Ms Liz TePry. 


Mr Tony Labbozzetta presenting Marconi’s record long 
serving of any Australian sport as Major Sponsor, Mr Tony 
Brescia with a special gift of appreciation, « 


Below: Marconi’s Back Office female Soccer staff members, (from left), Ms Lisa 
Sevrin, Ms Gabriella Genovese and Ms Liz Terry, having been presented with special 
floral bouquets by Club Marconi’s General manager, Mr Joe Di Pietrantonio and 
Soccer Administrator, Mr Frank Labbozzetta. 
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ROUND 18 


PORT RISES TO TOP 


By Bert van Bedaf 


ORT Melbourne Sharks 
P=: to the top of the 

Victorian Premier ladder 
ladder on the Queen's birthday 
weekend, beating Heidelberg 
United 1-0 at Anderson Reserve 
and they went a point clear of 
second-placed Bulleen after 


beating relegated Essendon 3-1 
at Epping stadium last 
Saturday. 

The Sharks are careful 10 play 
down their top five finals 
prospects, but with a month of 
regular matches left, the possibilty 
of dlinching the double chance by 
finishing in the top three is hecom- 
ing more assured 

Port couch Harry Chalkitis said 
the return of the experienced Nick 


Palamaris from injury after 13 
weeks was the key to Ports's surge 
to the top 
Nick's important to us. His 
experience, his height and vision 
hs lifted us. We're delighted with 
the result. We should make the top 
five from here, which was our aim 
all year Chalkitis said 
‘Nire now looking at the top 
three, so that we get the second 
ince, That woul be nice," he sai 


ROYALS ARE EASY PREY FOR SHARKS 


By David Turkovic 


R= Essendon Royals were out- 
classed by league leader Port 
Melbourne Sharks, going down 3-0 at 
Epping stadium last Saturday. 

Although Lachlan Armstrong halved Port 
Melbourne's lead halfway through the second 
half, Jean Paul Knezevic killed the game minutes 
from full time, restoring Por's two-goal lead, 
adding to first half goals from 
PeterPsarros and Tass Psonis 

It took just eleven minutes for Port 
to stamp its authority on the game. 

Psonis, who dominated in Port's 
midfield throughout the first half, 
latched onto a loose ball and playing 
‘crisp one-two pass with Port striker 
Psarros, let fly with a rasping rocket for the open- 
ing goal, 

Five minutes later, Psarros could not believe 
his luck when Essendon defender Adem Kose 
lost his footing, allowing the Port striker to run 
on goal and push the ball past the ontcoming 


ince {0 score, 
Steven Tribuzio gathered a pass from Lachlan 
Armstrong but scuffed the bobbling ball wide of 
goal. 


Eight minutes later, substitute Nick .| 
Monsborough ran on to a delightful through ball 
from the midfield, only to see his attempted chip 
Jand safely into the hands of the Port ‘keeper 
Steve Wardle. 

From the 20th minute to the 31st minute 
Essendon created five scoring chances. 

Armstrong had two difficult attempts going 
wide of the target and a follow up shot at goal by 
Steven Tribuzio was well saved by Wardle. 

Tom Markovski pushed up forward for 
set pieces and got on the end of an 
Adrian Cuzzupe comer with a thun- 
derous header. But again the in- 
form Wardle saved well. + 
Finally in the 77th minute, 
G, Essendon pushed the ball over the 
line to register a score. Again a well- 
weighted Cuzzupe corner reached the dan- 
ger zone, enabling Armstrong to steer a loose, 
ball into the net from close range on the rebound. 

But the game was effectively killed off min- 
utes from the final whistle, when Knezevic stole 
the ball from Markovski as the defender was 
about to clear it from danger and stroked it past 
the Acs, 

Essendon visits Knights Stadium next Sunday 
to face St Albans, while Port Melbourne will 
entertain Altona East in a high stake match that 
can have considerable bearing on the outcome of 
the final five. 


Round 18 


Altona East Phoenix ........0 


Essendon Royals 
(Armstrong L) 
Heidelberg United ..........0 


Preston: bions se. cs etd 
(Sapazovski J) 
Dandenong Thunder 


P 

Port Melbourne Sharks 18 
_ Bulleen Zebras 18 
Heidelberg United 18 
Bentleigh Greens 18 
Green Gully Caval'Rs 17 
Altona East Phoenix 18 
Fawkner Blues 18 
Altona Magic 17 
St. Albans Saints 18 
Preston Lions 18 
Dandenong Thunder 18 
Essendon Royals 18 


VIC PREMIER LEAGUE LADDER 7, 


(AFTER Round 18) 


Bentleigh Greens .......-...2 
(Byrne P, Nunez H) 

Port Melbourne Sharks 

(Knezevic J, Psarros P. Psonis A) 

St. Albans Saints 
(Dragicevic I) 
Bulleen Zebras ............2 
(Gnyjidic D, Rusmir 8) 

Fawkner Blues 


Hope'e ais wees 


OUgINYNAM®HAMOORE 
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Heidelberg surrendered its lead 
at the top to Port after john Paul 
Knezevic headed the winner past 
‘keeper Jim Kourtis in the second 
half 

A1-O loss to the Saints saw the 
Bergers drop to third place, 

Heidelberg has been the team 
to beat for most of the season. But 
lately the side has suffered through 


injuries, suspensions and players 


going overseas, whicl has affected 
the entire team. 

Players have been missing from 
the backline to midfield and 
attack, giving Berger coach Peter 
Ollerton serious concerns. 

"We're very low on numbers 
We've been decimated with 
injuries and what have you, We're 
training with 13 players and that's 
not enough for this time of the 
Ollerton said, 
has become very difficult to 


manage a side with so many play- 
ers out. I have no sweeper, Unless 
wwe can get a more senior side on 
the park, we won't have a chance 
in the final five,” he said 

A major blow is the departure 
Palatsidis, who played his 
for the Bergers against 
the Sharks. He returns to Greece, 
where striker Peter Kakos is 
already trialling, Eric Vasiliadis and 


” Mile Medjedevic were suspended 


this week. 

The bate for fourth and fifth 
spot sees Bentleigh, Green Gully 
and Altona Magic locked on 28 
points 

But Altona Magic, Altona East 
and, Faawkner and the Saints are 
not far behind, Preston must be 
worried as it is only two point 
away from Dandenong Thunder in 
the fight to avoid relegation. 


By David Davutovie 


he unpredictable 
To of the VPL has 

continued with St 
Albans Saints defeating 
Heidelberg 1-0 at Olympic 
Village on Sunday. 

Mark Talajic secured his 
first victory as Saints coach, in 
the process taking the squad 
five points clear of the relega- 
tion zone. 

The match was also Mark 
Silic’s first as the newly 
appointed assistant coach. 

Talajic. urged his troops to 
stick together throughout the 
match, and their unity wa: 
dent from the opening whistle. 

On the other hand, Peter 
Ollerton’s side looked only a 
shadow of the team that has 


SAINTS MOVE AWAY 
FROM DANGER 


been so dominant earlier in the 
season, as former Saints player 
Damian Vojtek and George 
Georgiadis struggled to take 
control in themidfield. 

The winning goal came in 
the 78th minute when Slavko 
Rados crossed the ball low for 
Ilija Dragicevic who delight- 
fully clipped the ball over the 
oncoming Jim Kourtis before 
hurdling him and tucking the 
ball into the unguarded net. 

The dangerous Alfonzo 
Opazo also had a chance to 
‘open the scoring in the 70th 
minute from a glancing header 
that sailed narrowly over the 
bar after a cross from the right 
flank. Peter Dilorio, playing 
down the left wing, was anoth- 
er one of the Bergers’ better 
players in an otherwise disap- 
pointing display. 


ZEBRAS PUT 
PRESSURE 
ON LEADERS 


ulleen Zebras continue to pressure the leaders 

with a 2-1 away win over Preston last Sunday, 

Bulleen jumped to second spot, ahead of stum- 
bling Heidelberg. 

Third-bottom Lions made a slow start in the first half 
allowing the Zebras te take full advantage of the wide- 
‘open spaces. 

The experience of Brian Macnicol in the middle made 
all the difference as the Zebras turned over everything the 
lions could muster. 

Sava Rushmir and Danny Gajidic were instrumental in 
keeping Bulleen constantly in attack. 

In the 12th minute the Zebras converted their first goal 
when MacNicol yolleyed to an unmarked Dean Tartaglia 
who wrong footed the Preston defence for Bulleen's first, 

Four minutes later, the Lions rallied back into attack 
with Dimce Panev charging down the center hailing’ for 
‘Chris Emsoyski to volley into his path. 

Michael Theoklitos who ran with the drop of the ball 
prevented an equalizer, 

In the 25th minute, Bulleen surged ahead for a com- 
fortable 2-0 buffer. 

Working the ball from a side throw around the penalty 
area, the Zebras cleared the penalty box for a clear strike. 

- Rushmir sensing his opportunity positioned himself in 
the middle and intercepted a Gnjidic pass to slot home the 
second goal. mn 

‘Ten minutes later Preston bounced back with some 
quick thinking fros Jonny Sapazovski. A late charge by. 
Bullen defender Paul Della Rocca earned Preston a free- 
kick 20 yards out directly in front. 

A powerful blast by Michael Bosevski only managed 
to penetrate the defensive wall, but Sapazovski convert- 
ed brilliantly to haul the Lions back into the match, 

Th the second stanza, Preston pushed forward but 
Bulleen rallied every tum to register a comfortable victo- 


ty, 


Victorian 
Premier League 


SUNDAY, 24TH JUNE (3.00pm) 


Altona Magic vs Dandenong Thunder 


Bentleigh Greens v Green Gully Cavaliers 
Fawkner Blues vs Preston Lions 


St Albans Saints vs Essendon Royals 


SUNDAY 24TH JUNE (5.00pm) 


Port Melbourne Sharsk vs Altona East Phoenix 


MONDAY 24TH JUNE (5.00pm) 


Bulleen Zebras vs Heidelberg United 


For more information, log onto 
www.soccervictoria.org.au 


By Glenn | Glenn Davis 


“Perry Park” Abbotsford Road, Mayne. Brisbane. 4006. 


Phone: (07) 3252 5327 @ Fax: (07) 3252 1137 © www.qldsoccer.com.au 


cach John Ogden 
believes his shock sack- 
ing from Brisbane Lions 


last week was premeditated 
with speculation former 
Socceroo Alan Hunter is set for 
a coaching return in the near 
future. 

The axe fell on Ogden, 42, after 
Brisbane Lions suffered an upset 
1-0 loss to Mt. Gravatt ten days 
ago. 

Brisbane Lions’ board was 
quiick to react to the defeat which 
left Ogden stunned and disap- 
pointed.Ogden has been replaced 
by John Sime, who was in charge 
when Brisbane Lions could only 
manage a 2-2 draw against lowly 
placed Basts ina midweek catch- 
up match last Wednesday before 
downing Bundaberg 3-1 on 
Sunday. 

However, Sime is tipped only 
to be a stop-gap coach until 
Hunter, who was sacked from 
Sydney United two seasons ago, 
returns to his former club, 

Hunter was not 
available for com- 
ment, 

“This decision 
was , premeditated 
from the start of the 
season,” Ogden 
claimed 

“Tf Lions wanted a higher 
profile coach that’s fine and I 
don't have a problem with that,” 
he said.But they should have been 
up front and told me at the start of 
the season, 

“There’s many good people at 


T’ve left the club in bet- 
ter shape than what I 


inherited. Unfortunately 


oie 


Alan Hunter: Tipped to replace John 
Ogden as Brisbane Lions coach. 


the club with good intentions but 
there's certain people who you 
must be aware of,” 

Ogden’ sacking came after the 
club suffered only its second loss 
of the season, 

“They weren’t happy with a 
couple of results and I 
must admit I lost wo 

games since the mid- 
dle of last season,” 
he said. 
“The Mt Gravatt loss 
was only our second 
this year and was our 
first since we were beaten in 
the middle of last year by 
Brisbane City last season. 

“T've got a lot of respect for 
Lions president Gary Wilkins but 
this has taught me a lot about cer- 
tain other people, 

“I'm disappointed but I know 


@ Round 14 @ 
XXXX League 


Rochedale Rovers 
Eastern Suburbs 
Mt Gravatt .. 
Taringa Rovers 
Brisbane Lions . 


Wynnum , 

Gold Coast 

Pine Rivers 
IPSW Knights . 
Bundaberg Waves 


XXX Reserves 


TBA Raiders 
Wynnum  . 
Gold Coast . 


| Brisbane City .,.. 
1 
wel 
Pine Rivers 0 
3 
0 


Rochedale Rovers . 
Eastern Suburbs . . 
Mt Gravatt . 
Taringa Rovers . 
Brisbane Lions . 


IPSW Knights 
Bundaberg Waves . 


XXXX Youth 


TBA Raiders 
Wynnum .... 
Gold Coast 

Pine Rivers .... 
IPSW Knights 
Sunshine Coast . 


Brisbane City .... 
Rochedale Rovers . 
Eastern Suburbs . 
Mt Gravatt ... 
Taringa Rovers . . 
Brisbane Lions . . 


at the club there's cer- 
tain people making 
decisions who’ ve never 
played the game. They 
enjoy winning together 
but they don’t enjoy los- 
ing together.” 

Ogden said Brisbane 
Lions ws not ready for 
the national league 
although they had 
applied for representa- 
tion next summer sea- 
son. 

“They want to put the 
top brick on first and 
build the platform later 
on,” said Ogden, a vet- 
eran yof 200 national 
league games as a player 
for Brisbane Lions. 

“Brisbane Lions’ complex isn’t 
up to standard for national league. 
They need a stadium with proper 
lighting.” 

Ogden played natienal league 
for Brisbane Lions from 1977- 
1988 before coaching Coalstars in 
the premier league for three sea- 
son before returning to play with 
Taringa Rovers. 

“T spent eight years all up at 
Taringa as a player and then a 
coach and I really enjoyed my 
time there,” he said. 

“1 was approached by Lions to 
go there because they wanted to 
play in the national league so I 
went over and put a youth policy 


warmed they wouldn’t 
have the patience to see it 
through.” 


Ogden now believes there was 
more to his appointment to coach 
Brisbane Lions than he 
originally was led to 
believe. 

“T pity any coach 
going there. He'll be 
scrutinised from the 
day he walks in as 
there's too many 
coaches in the back- 
ground,” he said. 

“They had a bunch of 30-year- 


ROVERS 


“They didn’t have the patience 

or the vision to get up a team 

ready for national 
league.” 


I weekend fix- 
tures, Wynnum 
picked up their sec- 
ond win in four 
days with a goal in 
each half to beat 
Rochedale Rovers 
2-1 at home on Saturday night, 
On Wednesday 


ke 


Daniel Duke: Ensured victory for 
Wynnum over Rochedale with his 
crucial saves in goal, 
olds when I first went there and 
really I think the club didn’t have 
the courage to get rid of them so. 


they appointed me.” When I took 
over | immediately put a youth 
policy in place but the club should 
have told me to keep the 30-year- 
olds if the just wanted to win the 
league, 


Wynnum won a crucial 
away battle with 
Ipswich Knights 1-0. 
One of last season's 
top goal scorers Scott 
Rocker made the most 
of his return to 
Wynnum’s starting line- 
up for the Rochedale 
clash netting close to 
half time with a tap-in 
after following up on a 
strike from Josh Rose. 
Wynnum bombarded 
the Rochedale defence 
Z| but some brilliant keep- 
y | ing from the young 
Rochedale custodian 
kept the visitors in the 
match, 
Rochedale had their 
own chances to draw 
level late in the game 


but were denied by the upright on 
one occasion and a superb save 
from Wynnum keeper Daniel 
Duke on another. 

Wynnum extended their lead to 
2-0 when midfielder Brendan 
Rodgers headed home a corner at 
the far post while Rochedale’s 
only reply came from Roy Huth 
when he lofted a shot over Duke's 
head in the final minute. 

“Tt was a tough game which put 
us on top of the table momentari- 
ly,” Wynum coach Peter Tokesi 
said. “But assuming Brisbane 
City win their two games in hand 
they'll still be five points clear of 
us.” 


B risbane City’s large represen- 
tation in the Queensland side 
which downed New South Wales 
in Sydney on Saturday meant 
their game against Toowoomba 
was postponed. 


[ other results, Pine Rivers won 
a thriller over Mt. Gravatt 5-4 
to keep their slim hopes of avoid- 
ing relegation alive after the 
scores were locked 2-2 at half 
time, 

Adam Poric netted a double in 
the Gold Coast's 3-1 win over 
Easts at Palm Beach while on 
Sunday, Ipswich and Taringa 
drew 0-0, 


PREMIER 
FOOTBALL; 


QUEENSLAND 


@ Round 17 @ 
Semi Profesional League 


The Gap .. 
North Star . 
Mitchelton ... 
Slacks Creek . 
Redlands Utd 
North Pine 


Albany Creek . 
Capalaba . 
Grange Thistle 
Rocklea Utd . 
Souths Utd . . 


i Ero Reserves 
Acacia Ridge . . 
Albany Creek 
Capalaba . . 
Grange Thistle . 
Rocklea Utd . 
Souths Utd . . 


Semi Ge Youth 
Acacia Ridge 
Albany Creek 
Capalaba ... 
Grange Thistle . 
Rocklea Utd . .. 


North Star. . 
Mitchelton 
Slacks Creek . 
Redlands Utd 
North Pine .. 


The Gap. 

North Star 
Mitchelton ........ 
Slacks Creek . . 
Redlands Utd .... 
North Pine 


Acacia Ridge ........ 


PREMIER 


Mt Gravait v B’berg Waves 
Rochedale Rovers v Pine Rivers 


Brisbane Lions v TBA Raiders 
Brisbane City v Gold Coast. 
Eastern Subs v IPSW Knights 
Taringa Rovers v Wynnum 


LEAGUE | 
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SUPER 
LEAGUE 


GRADE 21: Rockdale City Suns 3 Bankstown 
City Lions 0, Dulwich Hill 0 Fairfield Bulls 0, 
Macarthur Rams 2 Fraser Park Jets 0, Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 3 Hurstville City Minotaurs: 1, 
AC United 1 Stanmore Hawks 1, Hajduk Wanderers 
_ 0 MSC Liverpool 1, Stanmore Hawks 1 Bankstown 
* City Lions 3, 

_ __ GRADE 18: Rockdale City Suns 0 Bankstown 
"City Lions 1, Dulwich Hill 2 Fairfield Bulls 1, 
Macarthur Rams 3 Fraser Park Jets 3, Manly 

Warringah Dolphins 4 Hurstville City Minotaurs 0, 
AC United 1 Stanmore Hawks 2, Hajduk Wanderers 
1 MSC Liverpool 2, Stanmore Hawks 0 Bankstown 
~ City Lions 2. 


 /$SUPER YOUTH 
LEAGUE 


GRADE 13: Manly Warringah Dolphins 0 
Penrith Panthers 0, Wollongong Wolves 1 Sydney 
Olympic 4, Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 0 Leichhardt 
Tigers 4, Sutherland Shire 0 Sydney United 1. St 
George 0 Canterbury Marrickville 1, Northern Spirit 
7 Marconi Stallions 0, Bankstown. City Lions 2 
Newcastle United 1, Blacktown City Demons 3 
Parramatta Eagles 0, Fairfield Bulls 1 Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 2, Central Coast Coasties 1 
Macarthur Rams 1, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2 
Penrith Panthers 2. 

GRADE 14: Manly Warringah Dolphins 0 
Penrith Panthers 0, Central Coast Coasties 1 
Wollongong Wolves 3, Parramatta Eagles 4 St 
George 0, Wollongong Wolves 0 Sydney Olympic 4, 
Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 3, Leichhardt Tigers 1, 
Sutherland Shire 2 Sydney United 2, St George 0, 
Canterbury Marrickville 0, Northern Spirit 0 Marconi 
Stallions 1, Bankstown City Lions 0 Newcastle 
United 0, Blacktown City Demons 1 Parramatta 
Eagles 1, Fairfield Bulls 1 Manly Warringah Dolphins 
1, Central Coast Coasties 1 Macarthur Rams 1, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 3 Penrith Panthers 1 


NSW Youth League Results 


GRADE 15: Manly Warringah Dolphins 1 
Penrith Panthers 0, Wollongong Wolves 2 Sydney 
Olympic 1, Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 1 Leichhardt 
Tigers 7. Sutherland Shire 0 Sydney United 1, St 
George 0 Canterbury Manickville 1, Northern Spirit 
0 Marconi Stallions 3, Bankstown City Lions 2 
Newcastle United 2, Blacktown City Demons 3 
Parramatta Eagles 1, Fairfield Bulls 3 Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 1, Central Coast Coasties 3 
Macarthur Rams 0, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1 
Penrith Panthers 0. 

GRADE 17: Manly Warringah Dolphins 0 
Penrith Panthers 2, Parramatta Eagles 2 St George 
2, Wollongong Wolves 0 Sydney Olympic 2, Eastern 
Suburbs Wanderers 1 Leichhardt Tigers 3, 
Sutherland Shire 0 Sydney United 2, St George 2 
Canterbury Marrickville 1, Northern Spirit 1 Marconi 
Stallions 1;-Bankstown City Lions 1 Newcastle 
United 1, Blacktown City Demons 2 Parramatta 
Eagles 2, Fairfield Bulls 2 Manly Warringah Dolphins 
0, Central Coast Coasties 2 Macarthur Rams 1, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2 Penrith Panthers 0. 


SUPER CADET 


LEAGUE 


GRADE 11: Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 2 
Leichhardt Tigers 0, Wollongong Wolves 6 Sydney 
Olympic 0, Sutherland Sharks 2 Sydney United 3, St 
George 3 Canterbury Marrickville 1, Northern Spirit 
3 Marconi Stallions 0, Blacktown City Demons 3 
Parramatta Eagles 0, Fairfield Bulls 1 Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 1, Central Coast Coasties 2 
Macarthur Rams 1, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0 
Penrith Panthers 2. ad 

GRADE 12: Sutherland Sharks 3 Sydney United 
0, St George 3 Canterbury Marrickville 0, Northern 
Spirit 2 Marconi Stallions 1, Blacktown City Demons 
2 Parramatta Eagles 1, Fairfield Bulls 1 Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 2, Central Coast Coasties 5 
Macarthur Rams 1, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1 - 
Penrith Panthers 3, Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 1 
Leichhardt Tigers 0, Wollongong Wolves 1 Sydney 


Olympic 0. 


| WOLLONGONG NEWS 


By Otfe Bader 


vic Reception - for the 
Wollongong Wolves with «@ 
parade from WIN Stadium to the City 
Plaza. Thousands greeted the newly- 

_ crowned NSL champions, 

‘There were speeches by Chairman 
Joe Cachia, the Lord Mayor George 
Harrison plus interviews conducted 
with several players by MC David 
Stretton. Cuptain Matt Horsley 
received a large framed photo of 
Wollongong as a farewell momentum. 

All players received a remember- 
ance gift from the Lord Mayor, Music 
by a local band Porcelain entertained 
the 5000 plus strong crowd. As a spe- 
cial gesture Wollongong City Couneil 
unveiled a new sign, re-naming the 
City Centre as Champion Plaza with 
the Wolves and Basketball Hawks 
club emblems displayed - a great hon- 
our for the success of the two teams. 


Nv of Nights - the Wolves 
Presentation and Awards Dinner 
at the Fraternity Club, sponsored by 
pirates Airlines and Carlton United 
was a huge success with 550 attend- 
ing, full house, 

MC Dayid Stretton, a local Radio 
slur, was brilliunt in Keeping the action 
rolling smoothly, In a welcome 
address soccer club Chairman Joe 
Cachiu acknowledged the fairy-tale 
Grand Final win, the 
mince by players and couching 
and the hard work by many volunteers 
assisting plus the great support from 
business sponsors and 


local fans. He 
farewelled team 
captain Matt 


Horsley who was 
made a Wolves 
Life Member - @ 
rare honour 
bestowed on a player 
"still active, Special oo 
awards went to: 
Youth Grade Player of \ 
the Year - named with mid- 
fielder Harvey Rodriguez. Top < 


in the Wolves engine room. 
yers-Player-of-the-Year 
named with David Huxley, another 
young midfielder having forced his 
Way into the regular Wolves squad. 

‘Top Goal Scorer - sponsored by 
Streets Ice Cream, Corrimal, was 
wildly applauded ~ Sasho Petrovski 
He was presented with a valuable 
crystal figurine, 

Special Presentation - the Club 
Board decided to award Life 
Membership to long-serving team 
captain Matthew Horsley. Striker 
Stuart Young introduced sports jour- 
nalist Phil Murphy and the General 
Manger of the Illawarra Mercury to 
the audience for this presentation. 

Interviews - of Youth Grade coach 
Eddie Teroso - announcing plans to 
create a soccer academy to nurture 
players - and an interview with senior 
coach Ron Corry who stated in his 
laconie way. it was a pleasure to coach 
the present guys, like a car driving by 
itself, Now with three regulars gone, 
the car has to be put back into gear A 
very positive outlook, 

Auctions = several val 
were offered by a pi 
tioneer like = a $16,000 worth 
age of business class tickets travelling 
any destination in Europe, sponsored 
by Emirates International Airline 
hotly-contested, went for $8000,- 
eventually. Two signed and framed 
Grand Final shirts went for $7000. 
Advertising worth $2000.- donated by 
the Mawarra Mercury was snapped 
up. Several igned by 


all players went for $1000.-. The 


(tip-to-Europe-Spain- 
raffle, originally 
organised for the 
World Club 
Championship 
which was: can- 
celled, was con- 
verted into 4 
tickets to Europe 
prize, drawn by the 
Lord Mayor George 
Harrison and won by a 
lucky Wolves fan from 
» Woonona John Delegruno. The 


goal scorer in Youth Grade was 8” night was a fitting success to a great 


Liam Austin; surely both are prospects 
for senior coach Ron Corry to look at. 

Rookie of the Year - named Jay 
Lucas, a striker, destined for a great 
future after having decided to join the 
English Premier League. 

BHP Player of the Year presented 
by BHP Manager Mike Archer to mid- 
fielder Paul Reid with the trophy, a 21 
year-old player dominating the game 


16 


season, enjoyed and remembered for 
quite some time. . 

NSL Player of the Year - Wolves 
brilliant striker Scott Chipperfield 
won back-to-back player of the year 
honours at the Soccer Australia 
‘Awards Night in Sydney. Wolves 
coach Ron Corry was runner-up to 
Coach-of-the-year award, won by 
South Melbourne coach Mike 


Jay Lucas: Wolves’ Rookie of the Year. 


Petersen, 

Vital Players Re-signing ~ ovo 
very important players - David 
Cervinski and Max Nicholsom- have 


on by local fans when rebounding 
opposition attacks. Max Nicholson 
joined the club midway through the 
season providing depth to the squad 
and will force his way inte the starting 
line-up in the coming soccer competi- 
tion, now that openings are there with 
the departure of players. Coach Ron 
Corry intends to commence training in 
August, casting a critical eye on 
prospective players wishing to join the 
NSL Champions. Surely the experi- 
enced coaching staff is able to come 
up with suitable replacements to fill 
the gaps. 


| eats Soccer - had a free week- 
end half way through the season. A 
full programme will be played from 
round 1] onto round 22 in September. 
Inthe ICU Premier League, looking at 
the individual clubs, the prospects 
may be evaluated in following com- 
ments = 

Kemblawarra leads with 23 points, 
coach John Fleming, only two points 
in front, looking good facing games 
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from now on against Olympic ( 
West (5th), Coniston (2nd), Port (3rd) 
and round Olymy 


placed “opposition, expected to win 
points, It is & questi 
sand depth of players tc 

Coniston in 2nd place on 21 points, 
couch Milcho Saveski, making a 
strong challenge, danger games to 
come are against Balgownie, 
Olympic. Port, Kemblawarra and 
West, not an easy run home. 

Port Kembla in 3rd spot, also on 21) 
points, coach Adrian Alston, fielding a 
very strong squad, capable of repeat- 
ing last years. championship, danger 
games to play are West, 


Balgownic, Coniston, Olympic, 
Kemblawarra and West again, hope- 
fully doing well. 


Wollongong Olympic in 4th spot on 
19 points, coach new appointed Peter 
Beggs, lost a little ground lately, dan- 
ger games to come are against 
Kemblawarra, Balgownie, Coniston, 
West , Port and Kemblawarra again, a 
tough stretch. 

West in Sth spot on 16 points. 
Coach Larry Gaffney, improving late- 
ly, capable to throw out a challenge. 
Danger coming from Port, 
Kemblawarra, Olympic, Coniston and 
last game against Port again, not an 


easy run. 

Balgownie in 6th place on 15 
points. Coach Jock Morlando, promot= 
ed this year, trying fo maintain a safe 


position, danger games to. play. are 
guinst. Olympic, Coniston, Port 
nblawarra, West, not to difficult-to 


winrpoints. 

Cringila Lions in 7th spot, (13 
points). Coach Rade Stefanovxski, 
was aiming for the top end, not suc- 
ceeding at present despite some new 
signings, danger games {0 come just 
about all in the remaining matches, 
needing to pick up points to be safe, 

Lysaght in 8th place, 11 points, 
coach Rob Birkin,-competing well, 
could find the going tough to stay in 
touch, have to pick up points to avoid 
the lower end of the table, 

Bulli in 9th spot, II points, coach 
Bruce Tilt, not travelling as anticipat- 
ed, doing it tough, should be able to 
stay in the safety zone, 

Picton Rangers in 10th spot, 10 
points, coach Greg Goodfellow, pro- 
year, needs to improve to 
avoid any trouble, not easy to secure 


y in Vth place, (7 
poinfs) Coach Mark Smith, fading in 


the last games, need to lift their per 
formance to avoid relegation after 
only one year, 

Northern United in last and 12th 


§ not enough. Coach Tan 
ith a youne squad, 


course for the well 


looks like a le 
established club unless. an i 


J, itis never over until 
t ball is kicked. 


sion - only a handful 
contesting the champi- 
Tarrawanna, — Warilla, 
Helensburgh all on 21 points, fol- 
lowed by Kiama on 20, Albion Park 
WE 19, Bellambi 19, University 18 
and Woonona 18 points, the remaining 
nine sides are more or less fighting for 
positions. Still the leading: sides will 
not have it all their own way, a slip-up 
and the advantage is gone. 


e-structure for 2002? - the 

Premier -League plays with 12 
clubs, the First Division or Conference 
Teague with 17 clubs, not a satisfacto- 
ry solution with a BYE required each 
week. What should be done to assure a 
full playing calendar? Perhaps a two- 
tier 14 teams competition could be 
introduced = 14 in Premier League 
and 14 in First Division, aiming for 28 
club membership if possible. This 
would guarantee two 26 round compe- 


titions, doing away with any soccer- 
free weekend - playtwo rounds on a 3- 
day Jong weekend (two in the season), 
add another round early in September 
if required. Cup competitions to be 
e-season, Each club to field 
ades, i.e. First Grade and 
20s with 5 over-age players thut 
making more players (from Premier 
league reserve grade) available for 
financial weaker clubs to field com- 
pelitive teams on a lower budget. Dont 
hesitate folks to voice YOUR views to 
the Association, ideas for progress are 
always welcome. 


unior Soccer ~ results received 

from Shellharbour are U/10s won 
against Albion ParktJ/12s won 
v Corrimal, they are undefeated 
reat effort by all play- 
ers, the golden goal scored by Peter 
Scioesa, U/13s won 4:1 at Corrimal, 
Reminder to all youngsters to enrol for 
the Holiday Soccer Clinics, closing 
date for nominations 4/7/01 with Mrs 


David Huxley: Voted 
Player-Of-The-Year. 


Sheila Morris, phone 42961340. 
Ro Quiz - at a night game, the 
result is 1:1, ho further goals in 
extra time, both teams ready for penal- 
ty shoot-out for a must-winner-result, 
suddenly power failure with no chance 
to go on, What should be done? 
(Answer: Referee tosses a coin with 
both captains to decide the issue). 


Miron Bleiberg: Sees Queensland 
victory as a statement for NSL rep- 
resentation. 


VALENTINE SPORTS PARK 


static chief coach of 
| eee: state side, Miron 

Bleiberg reacted positively to 
last Saturday’s 2-1 win over hosts 
New South Wales at the Gabbie 
Stadium, preferring to see it as a huge 
psychological blow towards the state’s 
aspiration to play in the National 
Soccer League. 

Speaking to ABSW moments after 
the win over NSW, Bleiberg noted: “ I 
was quite pleased with my team’s efforts 
even though we missed more goals from 
three, four one-on-one situations with 
the keeper. I believe had the final score 
ended up being 5-1 or 6-1, no one would 
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have complained”, 

“Our tactics proved most-effective as 
my plan was to attack NSW for the 
entire first half and the first 20minutes 
of the second half. Considering all fac- 
tors, I was satisfied with our entire per- 
formance”. 

“It’s ironic that the entire state of 
Queensland now is expected not to have 
a team in the NSL next season, yet 
NSW, in particular Sydney will have 
five teams in next season's NSL. This 
doesn’t make sense to anyone, and how 
can it possibly be called truly a National 
Soccer League with Queensland not 
being represented”. 

Led by Brisbane City striker Vedran 


Dulwich lose lead to rampant Manly 


235-257 Meurants Lane, Glenwood 2768 @ Phone (02) 9629 1800 


Blaiverg justified as Qld aia NSW 


Becirbegovic, Queensland held on to a 
determined 2-1 victory against New 
South Wales at Gabbie Stadium . 

The Maroons took the lead in the 10th 
minute when an error by goalkeeper 
John Crawley invited a looping header 
by Steve Fitzsimmons. 

Shortly after the break, Queensland 
increased their lead when Des Hughes 
out-galloped NSW captain Damien 
Foxe and crossed for Vedran 
Becirbegovic to deflect home. 

The Blues hit back in the 56th minute 
when Paul Dee converted a penalty after 
Javier Mancino had been brought down. 

In his post-match address, the 
President of the NSW Soccer 


Federation, Peter Gray, raised the possi- 
bility of a three-match series between 
the two sides next year with games 
scheduled in Brisbane and also country 


NSW looked the far better team in the 
second stanza with Robbie Gomezis 
runs off the ball providing the midfield 
with good attacking options. The tiring 
Queenslanders hung on*to win 2-1 and 
take the silverware north of the border. 

Hoping to lead the Blues in 2002 will 
be current State coach Brian Brown, 
who was somewhat philosophical fol- 
lowing his sideis loss: “Over the 90-min- 
utes, Queensland probably deserved to 
win, but I thought that we were the bet- 
ter side in the second-half.” 


THE SCORES: 
NSW 1 (Paul Dee pen. 56th)] 


QUEENSLAND 2 
Fitzsimmons 10th, 


Becirbegovic 50th) 
Gabbie Stadium, 16th July, 2001. 


Queensland. 


AC United 4 


Stanmore Hawks 0 

C United extended their unbeaten 

streak to seven matches with an 
emphatic 4-0 victory over the Stanmore 
Hawks at Abruzzi Oval. 

United commenced the match in 
aggressivefashion,-and~took a 2-0 
advantage to the break courtesy of first 
half goals to Maytham Abdal and Alex 
Araujo. Araujo added two more second 
half goals to register his hat-trick and 
keep United’s play-off aspirations alive. 

Aside from Araujo, Robert Sacco and 
Vincenzo Sansone also played major 
parts in the home side’s win, while 
Eddie Briscoe, Peter Spathis and Yane 
Talceyski rallied all day for the Hawks. 


Manly Warringah 5 


Hurstville City 0 
Ihree goals from Adam Griffiths has 
consolidated Manly Warringah’s 
place at the top of the NSWSL ladder. 
Chasing their ninth win of the season, 
the Dolphins unleashed four goals in the 
second half to cruise to a 5-0 victory 

over the hapless Hurstville City at 

Cromer Park. 

Griffiths opened the scoring for the 
home side after capitalising on a good 


pass from Steve Berry in the 32nd 
minute. Griffiths added two more goals 
in the second half while Steve Berry 
chipped in with two goals of his own, to 
send the Minotaurs crashing to their 
fifth straight loss. Berry buried his first 
goal with a curling shot from just out- 
side the area in the 60th minute while he 
then finished-off a good attacking 
movement with a clinical volley in the 
dying stages of the game. 


Rockdale City 2 
Bankstown City 4 


nthe —much-awaited —_ return 

Macedonian Derby at the Rockdale 
linden Sports Centre a huge crowd of 
around 2500 witnessed an entertaining 
match that was won by the visitors 
Bankstown City. 

The Rockdale City Suns had arranged 
for a party atmosphere celebrating their 
32 years since inauguration but their sis- 
ter club spoiled their party winning 4-2 
with goals from Iain MacDonald, James 
Aschner, Robert Issa and Robert 
Gomez, fresh from NSW duty the night 
before. The Lions brushed aside their 
mediocre performance of last week to 
topple the in-form Suns who had previ- 
‘ously won three on the trot. The Suns 
strikers Spase Najdoski and Francis 


F 

14 
13 
13 
14 


Manly-Warringah 
Dulwich Hill 
Fairfield 
Bankstown 
Rockdale City 14 
AC United 14 
Macarthur 14 
Hajduk Wand’s 14 
Fraser Park 1S 
Hurstville 13 
Stanmore. 13 
MSC Liverpool 13 


WINTER SUPER © 
LEAGUE LADDER 


(AFTER Rounp 14) 


For further information see: 
www.soccermsw.com.au 


F A 
40 20 
24 19 
46 18 
28 13 
Sil 25 
18 18 
20 19 
18 33 
24 28 
12 23 
ll 27 
16 49 


HUPEETUIIIOOS 
UNNNUUENS UND 
O©ONNVOUVFUNNOE 


Awaritefe both scored as well in an 
entertaining match that was a showpiece 
for the NSW Super League. 

In the end it was Bankstown City’s 
patience and counter attacking ability 
that created problems for the home team 
with two ex-Rockdale players Iain 
MacDonald and Robert Gomez scoring 
Bankstown’s first and last goals. 


Macarthur Rams 1 
Fraser Park Jets 2 


Fraser Park returned to the winners 
circle for the first time in over a month 
when they posted a 2-1 win over 
Macarthur Rams at Lynwood Park. 
Largely driven by enigmatic midfielder 
Ivo De Jesus with two first half goals, 
the Jets did enough to hold the fast fin- 
ishing Rams at bay and collect the first 
points for new coach Roberto Viera. 
Macarthur welcomed back veteran strik- 
er Eric Williams after a lengthy layoff, 


but had Tony Judge and Wes Horne 


Stretchered from the field after two sep- 
arate incidents with knee injuries. 


Hajduk Wanderers 3 
MSC Liverpool 2 


arren Hayward tumed from vil- 
lain to hero in the space of 39 

minutes of an absorbing contest, which 
contained many twists, Hajduk the vic- 
tors by the odd goal in five. Hayward 
was responsible for gifting MSC 
Liverpool their first goal via the spot, 
after he felled 

Brett Hewit in the area, Ismael 
Arrarte slotting home in the bottom left 
corner on the stroke of half time. 

However, Hayward then headed his 
side to three valuable points in the 84th 
minute, following a comer from John 
Costello. Mauro Van Cuylenberg hit an 
explosive double in the first eight min- 
utes, a looping header from 12 yards 
from a free kick and followed up with a 
mazy run seven minutes later, culminat- 
ing in a right-footed prod home. 
Substitute Robert Cicek drew the scores 
level in the 66th minute, sliding one 
under the body of keeper Steve Tolios. 


© Dulwich Hill y Fairfield Bulls- 
Postponed. 


Winter Super 
League 


ROUND 15 


SATURDAY 23th JUNE 


Fairfield Bulls v Rockdale City Suns Nineveh Field 


SUNDAY 24th JUNE 


Bankstown City Lions v Macarthur Rams 


First Grade: 11.30pm _. U/21: 9.30pm - 


MSC Liverpool v Dulwich Hill 
First Grade: 11.30am U?21: 9.30am 


Jensen Park 


Hammondville Oval 


Stanmore Hawks v Hajduk Wanderers 
First Grade: 11.30am U/2t: 9.30am 


Arlington Oval 


Fraser Park 


Fraser Park Jets v Manly Warringah 
First Grade: 11.30am U/2t: 9.30am 


Hurstville City Minotaurs v AC United 
First Grade: 11.30am Uf2t: 9.30am 


@ U18 kickoff times subject to confirmationdue to 
Australia’s World Cup Qualifierswith New Zealand @ 


Catch up with all the latest news on the 
Winter Super League and other NSW 
Soccer news on our website: 


St George Stadium 


Official clothing 


www.soccernsw.com.au “0's 


NSWSF RESULTS LINE: 1900 922 885 
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Recoba 
faces 
two-year ban 


nmter Milan’s Uruguayan 
striker Alvaro Recoba could 
face a two-year ban from 


. soccer for playing under a false 


passport. 

Prosecutor Carlo Porceddu rec- 
ommended that Recoba be sus- 
pended for two years and Inter be 
fined 3.0 billion lire, the Italian 
news agency ANSA reported. 

Porceddu has also called for two 
year bans for Inter's technical 
director Lele Oriali, club official 
Rinaldo Ghelfi and Franco 
Baldini, currently sports director 
of AS Roma, for their alleged role 
in the affair. 

Sentencing in the case is sched- 
uled for Tuesday and a two-year 
suspension would be a massive 
blow for Recoba and Inter, who 
have the player signed up for four 
more seasons. 

In other passport hearings this 
week, Porceddu has not called for 
points deductions or relegation for 
clubs, preferring suspensions for 
players and officials and fines for 
their clubs, 

Porceddu has recommended 
two year bans for Roma's 
Brazilian player Fabio Junior and 
Argentine striker Gustavo Bartelt 
and a 1,0 billion lire fine for the 
Roman club, 

AC Milan’s Brazilian goalkeep- 
er Dida also faces a ban until 2003, 
while Porceddu has called for 
three young Sampdoria players to 
be suspended for a season. 

‘The cases of Lazio’s Argentina 
international Juan Veron and club 
officials will be heard on Friday, 
while Udinese’s four Brazilian 
players and three club officials 
face the committee on Monday. 


Alvaro Recoba 


been tested positive for the banned steroid nandrolone, 
answers questions from the media as he arrives at the 


UEFA headquarters, in Nyon, Switzerland. 


Ronaldo returns 
in August 


onaldo says he will be 

ready to play for Brazil 

in two months’ time and 
believes there is no risk of the 
struggling four-times world 
champions missing next year’s 
World Cup. 

“I will be available from 
August,” said the injury-hit Inter 
Milan striker as he arrived in 
Brazil last week for a holiday. 

“T want to play a few friendlies 
and official matches for Inter and 
then I will be at Brazil's disposal.” 

Ronaldo tore a tendon in his 
right knee after playing for only 
six minutes of an Italian Cup final 
first leg for Inter Milan against 
Lazio in April last year. 

‘That was his first game since he 
partially tore the tendon in an 
Ttalian league match the previous 
November. 

‘The second injury was far more 
serious and led the football world 
to wonder whether he would ever 
be the same player — or even play 
— again. 

Brazil have struggled since 
Ronaldo played his last full inter- 
national, a 2-2 draw in a friendly 
away to Netherlands in October 
1999, before Brazil’s World Cup 
qualifying campaign began. 

Recent results include defeats 
against Ecuador, Chile, Paraguay 
and Australia and draws against 
Canada, Japan and at home to 
Peru. 


Ronaldo 


Despite Brazil's miserable 
form, Ronaldo insisted they would 
keep their proud record of being 
the only team to have played at 
every World Cup. 

“There’s no risk of Brazil not 
qualifying for the World Cup,” 
said Ronaldo. 
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De Boer fights UEFA 


utch captain Frank de 

Boer has vowed to con- 

tinue the fight to clear his 
name after receiving a one-year 
ban from UEFA for testing posi- 
tive for the banned steroid nan- 
drolone. 


“This is like a boxing match,” 
de Boer told reporters as he 
arrived back in Barcelona late on 
Thursdayafter being in Nyon for 
the meeting of UEFA’s discipli- 
nary body. 

“There are a lot of rounds and 
T'm sure in the end we'll win.” 

The 31-year-old Barcelona 
defender, who holds the Dutch 


record for international appear- 
ances but now faces the prospect 
of missing the next World Cup, 
said he would appeal against the 
sanction. 

“I'm disappointed because I'm 
innocent,” said de Boer. “If some- 
one is innocent they can’t be sanc- 
tioned. 

“It’s very tough but we're going 
to fight until the end, along with 
Barcelona, my lawyers and any- 
one who wants to help me.” 

De Boer has three days after 
receiving UEFA’s written judge- 
ment to launch an appeal. 

And Barcelona say they had 


BARCA SUFFER 
SHOCK CUP LOSS 


arcelona’s disastrous 

season took another 

embarrassing turn for 
the worse when they lost to 
fourth division Balaguer in the 
Catalan Cup final. 

Barca fielded nine of their 
first team squad on Wednesday 
night, including Spanish interna- 
tionals Luis Enrique, Carles 
Puyol, Xavi and Alfonso. 

But the first division giants 
could manage no better than a 2- 
2 draw after 90 minutes before 


losing 4-3 on penalties. 

Barcelona, knocked out at the 
group stage of the Champions 
League, have two more chances 
to salvage something from what 
has been a desperate campaign. 

Carles Rexach’s side can 
claim @ place in next season's 
Champions League qualifiers if 
they beat Valencia in their final 
first division game at the Nou 
Camp last Sunday. This week 
they play Celta Vigo in the semi- 
finals of The King’s Cup. 


‘ 


already begun talks with the play- 
er over a new contract.”"The nor- 
mal process is for the sanction to 
Temain provisional until it is made 
firm by the UEFA committee,” 
Barcelona’s managing director 
Anton Parera said.” 

“The Spanish Federation and 
UEFA aren’t the same thing,” he 
said. “I believe I can play, 
although the coach will have to 
look at me and take a decision.” 

De Boer tested positive-for the 
steroid after Barcelona's UEFA 
Cup quarter-final against Celta 
Vigo on March 15. 

Parera, who with club president 
Joan Gaspart was waiting to meet 
de Boer at El Prat airport, said 
Barcelona were convinced the 
player was clean. 

“The club have been at the play- 
er's side since finding out about 
this case,” Parera said. 

“The club have opened negotia- 
tions with him over a contract 
extension because supporting him 
is our overriding concern. 

“We're convinced of his inno- 
cence and if that wasn’t the case he 
wouldn't be with us. We're a clean 
club.” 

The ban by UEFA’s disciplinary 
committee covers all matches 
under the jurisdiction of European 
soccer's ruling body. If FIFA con- 
firm the ban as expected, De Boer 
he 2002 World Cup 
finals in Japan and South Korea 
which start on May iy 


RUMMENIGGE SEEKS EURO 
CUP CHANGES 


ayern Munich vice-presi- 
B= Karl-Heinz 
Rummenigge wants fix- 
tures for each European club 
competition to be played over 
one day instead of two. 
“Tuesdays should be reserved 
for the UEFA Cup, Wednesdays 
for the Champions League and 
Thursdays should be free,” he was 


quoted as saying the German Bild 
newspaper. 

“For both competitions all 
matches should be played over one 
day instead of two,” added 
Rummenigge, who is also a lead- 
ing member of the G-14 lobby 
group featuring Europe’s top 


clubs. 
oO 


i 


Karl-Heinz Rummenigge 


IT’S BOCA, CRUZ FOR LIBERTADORES FINAL: 


efending champions 

Boca Juniors reached 

the final of the 
Libertadores Cup for the second 
year running last week after 
beating Brazil's Palmeiras on 
penalties in a dramatic and vio- 
lent tie. They will meet Mexico's 
Cruz Azul in the final. 

The match, which saw two play- 
ers sent off for vicious tackles, was 
briefly-halted after a fan invaded 
the pitch and knocked down a lines- 
man with a karate kick. Boca coach 
Carlos Bianchi was reportedly hurt 
by an object was hurled at him in 
the stand in a separate incident. 

Boca, who also won on penalties 
when the teams met in last year’s 
final, raced to a 2-0 in seventeen 
minutes. Palmeiras hit back to draw 
2-2 and 4-4 on aggregate but the 
Argentines won 3-2 on penalties. 

Despite missing several players 
through injury, Boca went ahead in 
the second minute through Walter 


Gaiten after two Palmeiras defend- 
ers collided with each other in a 
comical mix-up. 

Juan Roman Riquelme, who had 
a superb game despite being kicked 
and pushed by the Palmeiras 
defence throughout, added a second 
in the 17th minute when scored 
from the edge of the penalty area 
after a tricky run. 

Fabio Junior pulled a goalback 
in the 37th minute but Palmeiras’ 
fightback was interrupted two min- 
utes later when a fan wearing a 
Palmeiras shirt got onto the pitch 
and lunged at a referee's assistant 
with a karate kick. 

The official, who was also hit in 
the face by the man’s elbow, was 
knocked to the ground but was able 
to continue. Play was be halted as 
he received medical treatment. 

‘There was more trouble at half- 
time when bottles were thrown at 
Boca players as they left the field, 

Then Globo television reported 


that Boca cpach Carlos Bianchi, 
who watched the game from a VIP 
box due toa touchline ban, was 
injured on the head by an object 
thrown at him as went to the dress- 
ing room to give a team talk. ! 

He was seen wiping his forehead 
in the second half and was not 
badly hurt. Back on the field, 
Palmeiras equalised in the 67th 
minute when Boca captain Jorge 
Bermudez put through his own goal 
following a comer to send the game 
to penalties where Colombia goal- f 
keeper saved two kicks to help 
Boca win 3-2. | 

Palmeiras defender Alexandre 
‘was sent off in first half injury time 
for lunging feet first at Mauricio 
Serna while Boca’s Anibal } 
Matellan was sent off near the end 
for a similarly vicious and nasty 
challenge on Basilio. 

Mexico's Cruz Azul will be their 
final opponent afier they subdued 
Argentina's Rosario. 


Blatter survives 


over ISL collapse 


unscathed from a grilling by his own 

executive committee believing he had 
successfully avoided a no-confidence over his 
handling of the collapse of marketing partner 
ISMMIISL, 

“There was no mention of any vote of no- 
confidence,” smiled Blatter at the end of an 
obviously tense five-hour extraordinary meeting 
called to deal with the-fall-out from the financial 
chaos created by the bankruptcy, 

“Tam yery optimistic to be the president of 
the extraordinary congress next month, 

“T can’t predict my future but itis my feeling 
that at the Congress there will be a better under- 
standing. If we are not all friends at least we are 
comrades, 

“Not everyone was absolutely happy and you 


F= president Sepp Blatter emerged 


cannot make everyone happy — but there was a 
‘good understanding that those in charge of foot- 
ball should not try to demolish each other but 


they should try to work together.” 


A defiant Blatter left FIFA’s Zurich head- 
quarter's clearly confident he had defused a 
potentially explosive situation and restored con- 
fidence in his ability to lead world soccer, 

But it may not yet be smooth sailing for 
Blatter, UEFA officials warning they were not 
satisfied with his responses to 25 detailed ques- 
tions put in writing by European soccer chief 
Lennart Johansson, who stood against Blatter 
for the FIFA presidency in 1998 and lost. 

A grim-faced UEFA chief executive officer 
Gerhard Aigner arrived at FIFA headquarter’s 
shortly after the meeting had adjourned and left 
10 minutes later, clearly not satisfied with the 


outcome. 


‘anchester United 
striker, Dwight 
Yorke was reinstated 


to Trinidad and Tobago’s 
squad which lost to Honduras 
over the weekend, just a day 
after announcing his retire- 
ment from international foot- 
ball. Yorke had said he would 
never play for his country 
again after losing an appeal 
against. a one-match ban 
imposed for missing a warm- 
up match, 

But he sent a letter of apolo- 
gy (0 the Trinidad and Tobago 
Football Federation (TTFF) and 
should play in the World Cup 
qualifier against Honduras, 

He said in his letter: 
“Immediately after the Gold 
Cup last year 1 made a total per- 
Sonal, commitment to the 
Trinidad and Tobago national 
senior team with the objective of 
seeing that we qualify for the 
World Cup 2002 and that com- 
mitment remains unaltered 

“This commitment, however, 


Yorke quits, returns to 
Trinidad World Cup Squad 


rifices | have made.” 

Bottom of their CONCACAF 
group now, Trinidad will now 
travel 10 Foxboro on 
Wednesday, where they will the 
guests to the US, 

‘The win was Honduras’ first 
in the final round of the tourna- 
ment, and moved them up to 
third place in the six-team group 
behind the United States and 
Costa Rica. 

The defeat left the Soca 
Warriors rooted to the bottom of 
the standings, 

Honduras dominated the first 
half and took the lead in the 13th 
minute through skipper Carlos 
Pavon who converted a penalty 
afer David Sauzo was bundled 
over in the penalty area by 
Denis Lawrence, 

The nippy Suazo troubled the 
Trinidadian defence all after 
noon and played a major role in 
the second goal, racing up the 
right flank to thread the ball to, 
Danilo Turcious, whose Tight- 
foot shot from just inside the 


box gave Trinidad’s goalkeeper 
Clayton Ince no chance after 20 
minutes, 


Fans strip 


has caused me great difficulty to 
maintain my position with 
Manchester United, while 1 
strive to give my all to World 
Cup qualifying. 

“L believe my game on the 
field in qualifying over the last 
sixteen months attests (0 my 
commitment in spite of the sac- 


“I know there were many questions and 
answers were given to some and no answers to 
others,” said Aigner. 

“I don’t think he (Blatter) delivered all the 

“answers but we will get together and see exact- 
ly where we stand 

“We are now awaiting the written answers 

Mr Blatter has promised Mr Johans 


Georgian 
national 


Hadi 


Dwight Yorke: Retires, then returns to the 
Trinidadian World Cup squad over row for 
absenteeism. 


coaches 


sacked 


eorgian chiefs sacked national team 
coaches Davit Kipiani and Revaz 


Dzodzuas} last week after a 
string of poor results, 


Merab Zhordania, president of the Georgian 


We will see if we have to go more in depth, 


Rivalclo, Garlos gat 


Brazilian call-up 


players nude 


jootball fans stripped 
several players to 


their underpants after 
invading the pitch during an 
Argentinian championship 
game. 

About 150 fans invaded the 
pitch after breaking down a 
gate and forced the match 
between Los Andes and 
Gimnasia-La Plata to be aban- 


slecail to = arcelona’s Rivaldo and the crucial World Cup qualifier Carlos (Real Madrid), Serginho doned with two minutes 
Carlos were recalled by Brazil travel to Montevideo Leverkusen), Roque Junior (AC A number of Los Andes 


Georgians suffered four straight defeats in their 
World Cup qualifying campaign, including two 
in the last 12 days, 

Georgia lost 2-1 at home to Italy on June 2 
and suffered a 4-1 thrashing by Hungary in 


Brazil as new coach Luiz Felipe 
Scolari named his first squad 
during the week — less than-24 
hours after being appointed, 


for the match on July 1 knowing 
that defeat could leave them in 
serious danger of failing to qual- 
ify for the World Cup for the first 


Milan), Cri8 (Cruzeiro), Antonio 
Carlos (AS Roma) 

Midfielders: Mauro Silva 
(Deportivo Coruna), Emerson 


players were left only with 
their underpants in what is a 
common end-of-season prac- 
tice in Argentina. 

Trouble was also reported 


ivedates i Scolari, nicknamed “Big Phil” time. Ferreira (AS Roma), Fabio Beira 4 as 
Eee uc diye ies cone (Felipao), began his reign by Brazil are fourth in the South Rochemback (Internacional), ein Satan lett 
just theee points from five matches recalling a number of European American World Cup group from Rivaldo (Barcelona), Alex Los Andes, already relegat- 
The sackings came amid reports of squab- players who had been axed by his which are four teams qualify (Palmeiras), Juninho Paulista ed before the kick-off, were 
bles between the two coaches and their leading predecessor Emerson Leao for automatically for Japan and (Vasco da Gama) leading 3-2 in their farewell 


players, 


their allegedly lacklustre perfor- 


South Korea and the fifth has 


Forwards: Euller (Vasco da 


game. The result, which wa 


a, Pane mances. another chance in a play-off. i Gama), Ewerthon (Corinthians), | only academic interest, is 

Pa ek ete early He aia Central defender Antonio Uruguay, currehtly sixth, will Rivajo, Geovanni (Cruzeiro), Romario likely to stand, 
‘ee pets ats ne” Carlos, right-back Caft, left: go level on points with Brazil it Squad: ; (Vasco. da Gama), Jardel There are also two relega- 
vei f back Serginho and striker Jardel_ they win. Goalkeepers: Dida (AC (Galatasaray), Elber (Bayern | tion play-offs — featuring 
Unlike Kipiani, who was ready to step down Sey ey > jtua- Milan), Marcos (Palmeiras) ‘ Argentinos Juniors - against 
: gto Se were among the other foreign- It’s an uncomfortable situa- Munich) i sg 
a ieee IN IE ee players to getanew chance tion for us,” said Scolari. “The _ Defenders: Cafu (AS Roma), “ ey OI US 

Pe ee me easalan Gaeee fie players for Uruguay game is fundamental.” Belletti (Sao Paulo), Roberto Sy | Quilmes. 


of dictatorial approach. 

“The two of us hardly got along,” said 
Dzodauashvili, who played alongside Kipiani 
for Dynamo Toilisi as well as the Soviet Union 
national.team in the early 1970s, 

“We were equal, but Kipiani always wanted 
to be the boss. He wanted to pick the players, 
choose the line-up, all that.” 

The two, however, remain in charge of 
Georgian champions Torpedo Kutaisi where 
they also share coaching duties. 

Dzodzuashvili also accused Zhordania of 
interferring with his job. 

*Zhordania was the one who choose the line- 
up when we played Hungary,” he said. “But we 
Were blamed for (he defeat.” 


Roberto Carlos 


Scolari said he needed experi- 
ence for what he expected to be a 
hard-fought match in which 
gamesmanship would play a part. 

“To play in some places in 
South America, you have fo have 
a little intelligence, meanness 
and naughtiness to avoid being 
stung. They are much more intel- 
ligent in this sense than us,” he 
said. 

“It's not just this that wins 
games. It's a small detail but 
sometimes small details can 
make all the difference.” 


hanaian striker Tony Yeboah 
said he might retire over a 
lispute with his lawyer. 
If T have to go to court again because of 
is story, I'll quit,” the Hamburg SV player 
told Sport Bild weekly, 
Yeboah said the lawyer who defended 
him in a tax evasion case had presented 
him a bill of 973,000 marks ($425,300). 


“I'm treated like this because I'm black,” 
said the former Leeds United striker. “It's 
racism.” 

The 34-year-old, who. has a contract 
with Hamburg SV until June next year, was 
convicted a tax evasion and fined 360,000 
marks by a German court last January. 
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By Joe Russo 


ihe 2-2 draw at Naples between Napoli and Roma 
just over a week ago, will surely rank as one of the 
lowlights of Italian football for the season just ended. 

‘The behaviour of ‘fans’ inside and outside the San Paolo 
Stadium was nothing short of a disgrace. Police even had a 
car torched in the ‘urban warfare’ that followed the game. 

How many more times are the authorities, both the legal 
‘and footballing ones, going to condone this sort of behav- 
tour? 

‘The scenes of civil disobedience were broadcast around 
the world. Once again the focus was off the field and what 
should have been coverage of a wonderful game, where the 
home side came back from a 1-2 deficit to spoil Roma’s 
Championship party, was completely overshadowed by this 
nonsense. 

thas happened too many times in recent years in Italy. 
and the more it happens, the more it will become the ‘social 
norm,” ft must be stamped out immediately, even if it means 
that clubs refuse to take the field when there has been pre- 
match trouble and that some games are played behind 
closed doors, 

‘These ‘fans’ have no place in a civilised society, yet 
alone in a football stadium supporting a team, 

O00 


es won the Italian Cup. Wow! Missed it, did 
you? Well, for the record, they held on for a draw 
with Parma in their second leg clash after winning the 
first one a couple of weeks ago. 

‘The Italian Cup has absolutely no future and the writing 
has been on the wall for over a decade. It should be scrapped 
‘and here is why. 

Firstly, professional players are playing too much foot- 
ball. The last round of the Serie A was played on June 17 - 
4 summer month in the Northern Hemisphere, Now I am 
aware that the season this year started later than usual 
because they waited for the Olympics, but to be playing in 
the middle of June is absolutely ridiculous. A lot of clubs 
have European commitments as well throughout the season, 

Furthermore, all clubs start their pre-season training in 
July so the players will be lucky if they get two weeks off 
this year, Little wonder some are resorting to performance- 
enhancing drugs: The demands placed on them are just over 
the top, 

Secondly, crowds are voting with their feet. The Italian 
sporting public wouldn't go to a Cup game even if they 
‘were paid to go. The Italian Cup has no spectators and very 
poor television ratings as well. 

‘Thirdly, it is meant to be an opportunity for the smaller 
‘clubs to compete and grab some of the spotlight from the 
bigger clubs, if much the same way the F.A Cup does it for 
smaller clubs in England. 

However, the real fairytale stories like in the RA Cup are 
simply non existent in Maly. Serie A teams always win the 
Tralian Cup, : 

How can a lesser team make it through in ltaly when they 
have to play more rounds? 

‘The Serié A teams all have byes in the first few rounds, 
$0 all the lesser teams have practically knocked each other 
‘ut by the time the bigger teams join the competition. 

Fourthly, it may have been relevant when there was a 
European Cup Winner's Cup, when all other countries in 

¢ ‘winners of their cuips to compete with each 
if years ago UEFA scrapped that tour | 


ite, the clubs didn’t want it and the: 
xpanded instead. = = 

bers (oF even cares) who won the 

1¢ clubs themselves don’t even see 

t they merely treat it as an oj 
itry to the UEFA Cup because the 


wise 4 lot of clubs wouldn’t take the tour 
riously. a 
the bigger clubs used the tournament 
sent the second or third tier teams to 
their youth team players as a reflec- 
ey take the toumament. 
Cup are well and truly numbered 


—_(@} aBsw (8) __ 


== WORLD = 


TALIAN SERIE A 
Roma's 18-year Scudetto wait ends 


S Roma won their 
first Italian league 
title in 18 years when 


they beat Parma 3-1 at the 
Olympic Stadium on a final 
day of the season marked by 
pitch invasions and high 
drama. 

Title rivals Juventus also 
won — 2-1 at home against 
Atalanta Bergamo — but goals 
from Francesco Totti, 
Vincenzo Montella and 
Gabriel Batistuta gave Roma 
the win they needed to seal 
only the third title of their 74- 
year history. 


Outgoing champions Lazio, 
who had an outside chance of 
successfully defending their 
crown, lost 2-1 at Lecce, 

Roma finished the season 
on 75 points to 73 for duventus 
and 69 for Lazio. Parma fin- 
ished fourth on 56 points and 
complete Italy's Champions 
League quartet. 

AC Milan and Inter Milan 
will represent Italy in the 
UEFA Cup alongside Italian 
Cup winners Fiorentina. 

Roma coach Fabio Capello 
said as the club started cele- 
brations which were sure to go 


late into the night: “We played 
well the whole championship 
but it was a difficult title. 

“This victory was important 
for Roma but also for myself, 
because I'd come here after an 
unhappy year at Milan.” 

Batistuta, who scored 
Roma’s final goal in the 77th 
minute, could hardly contain 
his emotion after winning the 
first title of his 10-year career 
in Italy. 

“I wanted to score to make 
my contribution to this game,” 
he said, “My heart is about to 
burst, I'm so happy.” 


OTHER MATCHES 


Juventus French striker Zinedine Zidane (right) and team mate Alessandro Del 


Piero acknowledge the crowd at the end of their Serie A match against 
Atalanta at Delle Alpi stadium in Turin. 


BRESCIA 3 
BARI 1 


Ibanian Igly Tare scored 
twice and Dario Hubner 
added another for his 17th goal 
of the season to give Brescia 
their 10th league win and a spot 
in next season's Intertoto Cup. 
Paolo Poggi scored after nine 
minutes of play for bottom club 
Bari were already relegated. 
Brescia ended the season 
eighth, on 44 points, level with 
Atalanta, Both clubs were in 
Italy’s second division last sea- 


FIORENTINA 1 
NAPOLI 2 


n injury time goal by 

Brazilian Edmundo against 
his former club Fiorentina, was 
not enough as Napoli. slipped 
into Italy's second division. 

Nicola Amoruso put Napoli 
in front with his 10th strike of 
the season in the 48th minute. 
Nuno Gomes equalised for 
Fiorentina seven minutes from 
time with his ninth goal of the 
season. Edmundo scored 
Napoli’s winner five minutes 
into injury time. 

Napoli ended the season on 
36 points, level with Vicenza, 
who along with Bari have all 
been relegated to Italy's second 
division. 
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INTER MILAN 2 
BOLOGNA 1 


nter Milan ended their turbu- 
Jent season in fifth, two points 
above arch-rivals AC Milan, 

Clarence Seedorf’s goal in 
the 36th minute and Christian 
Vieri’s 18th strike of the season 
in the 44th minute gave the 
Milanese club their win. 

‘Youngster Giacomo Cipriani 
scored in the 79th minute for 
Bologna. Inter, along with AC 
Milan, are assured of a UEFA 
Cup berth next season, 

Inter manager Marco Tardelli 
is expected to be replaced by 
Valencia manager Hector Cuper 
al the start of the new season. 


LECCE 2 
LAZIO 1 


eldom used midfielder 
Gateano Vasari scored 
twice to ensure Lecce’s stay in 
Italy’s top flight next season. 
Hernan Crespo scored his 
league leading 26th goal of the 
season on a 45th minute penal- 
ty to put Lazio aahead. Vasari 
levelled the score one minute 
after the break with a well 
taken right foot blast from 
inside the box. Vasari then 
slotted home a parried shot 
from Lazio goalkeeper Angelo 
Peruzzi in the 72nd minute. 
With the win Lecce end the 


season on 37 points, level with 
Reggina and Verona. Lecce 
remain in Serie A on goal dif- 
ference while Reggina and 
Verona will have a playoff for 
the fourth remaining relega- 


2, Juventus 

3, Lazio. 

4. Parma 

5, Inter Milan 
6. AC Milan 
7. Atalanta 

8. Brescia 

9. Fiorentina 
10. Bologna 


11. Perugia 
12. Udinese 
13. Lecce 
14. Reggina 


45. Verona 34 


16. Vicenza 34.9 


(relegated) 


17. Napoli 34.8 


18. Bari aS 


(relegated) 


0 7 
(playoff) 
107 
(playof) 


{relegated} 
5 


Roma’s Vincenzo Montella celebrates scoring / 
against Parma during their final Serie A clash of 
the season at the Olympic Stadium. 


tion spot. 

Lazio end the season third 
on 69 points, four behind 
Juventus, and six behind 
champions and crosstown 
rivals AS Roma, 


REGGINA 2 
AC MILAN 1 


DD eggina came from behind 

to record a precious win 
against AC Milan assuring the 
Calabrian side of a playoff 
against Verona fon the fourth 
and final relegation spot. 

Kakha Kaladze gave AC 
Milan the lead with a nice run 
in the 69th minute. Giovanni 
Morabito levelled the score 
eight minutes later with a low 
angled shot from inside the 
box, 

Portugese midfielder Paulo 
Da Costa gave Reggina their 
10th win of the season antici- 
pating Milan — goalkeeper 


9 


12 


Sebastiano Rossi with a chip 
in the 82nd minute. 7 

Reggina ended their season 
0n 37 points level with Verona. 

AC Milan ended their cam- 
paign in sixth, on 49 points 
and with A Cup berth for next 
season, 

Former Galatasaray and 
Fiorentina manager, Fatih 
Terim has been named new 
AC Milan_manager for next 
season. Terim will take over 
Cesare Maldini and Mauro 
Tassotti. 


VICENZA 3 
UDINESE 2 


‘icenza won their ninth 
match of the season but 
could not avoid relegation, 

Two quick goals from Sierra 
Leone striker ~Mohammed 
Kallon gave Vicenza an early 
advantage after 1] minutes 
before Lamberto Zauli added a 
third in the 19th minute, 

Udinese’s Roberto Sosa 
scored twice in 10 minutes to 
end the first half, giving the ~ 
Argentine striker 14 goals on the 
season, = 

Vicenza ended the season on 
36 points, level with Napoli, 
who along with bottom club Bari 
have all been relegated to Italy's 
second division. 


VERONA 2 
PERUGIA 1 


erona recorded their 10th 
win of the season and 
cared the right to play 
Reggina in a playoff for the 
fourth and last relegation spot. 

Croatian Anthony Seric put 
the home side up front in the 
23rd minute with a long range 
shot that was mishandled by 
Perugia goalkeeper Andrea 
Mazzantani, Giovanni Tedesco 
eqiialised for Perugia with a 
Slst minute header. 

Emiliano Salvetti's 70th 
minute strike gave Verona a 
much needed victory. 

Verona ended their season 
on 37 points, level with 
Reggina, 


Arsenal lose 
Vivas to Inter 


jeg Champions League 
boost for England 


nter Milan haye 
[ie Argentine 

defender Nelson 
Viyas from Arsenal, the 
Serie A club’s official 
website reported last 
week, 

“This afternoon Vivas 
signed part of the agree- 
ment,” the site said without 
providing further informa- 
tion about the deal 

The 31-year-old’s con- 


tract with the English pre- » 


mier league club runs out at 
the end of this month, 
when he will be available 
on a free transfer. 

A source close to the 
player said Vivas's contract 
with Inter would be for two 
years, earning him around 
3 billion lire ($1.32 mil- 
lion) «season, SET] 

Vivas, who has won 24 
caps for Argentina and was 
4 member of his country’s 
1998 World Cup squad, 
joined Arsenal for 1.6 mil- 
lion pounds ($2.21 million) 
from Switzerland’s Lugano 
in August 1998, 

He has made over 50 
appearances for Arsenal, 
but failed to establish him- 
self as a first-team regular 
at Highbury despite being 
able to operating in mid- 


field and defence. 

The former Boca Juniors 
player spent a loan spell at 
Celta Vigo in January 2000 
and was consigned to a 
fringe role this season, 
playing in only 12 premier 
league games. 

Inter have endured a dis- 
appointing campaign in 
which they have only just 
qualified for the UEFA 
Cup, and are keen to add 
depth to their squad in 
order to launch a serious 
title challenge next season. 


remier League matches will be 
Pisses by professional refer- 

es from next season in a move 
to reduce the number of controversial 
decisions, 

The officiais will have the opportunity 
to earn up t0 60,000 pounds a year as a 
result of anew scheme also designed to 
improve standards and increase account- 
ability 

‘The initiative will create an elite group 
of 24 referees, each accountable to a new 
body, the Professional Game Match 
Officials Board. 

“This is a big development for foot- 


ball, which will see a fundamental reor- 
ganisation of match officials. It will lead 
to improving standards of refereeing, 
which is a priority for everyone,” FA 
chief executive Adam Crozier saed in 
astatement. 

Last season, the referees answered to 
the premier league and its National 
Review Board, but they att con- 
stant criticism and controversial deci- 
sions have dogged football in recent 
years, 

The 24 referees will be allowed to 
retain their current jobs outside football, 
though the scheme will hand the two 
dozen officials contracts worth 33,000 


PROFESSIONAL REFS DEBUT 


pounds a year, with a 900-pound fee to be 
paid for each match. 

They will also be able to earn bonuses. 
for good performances, 

The new conditions amount to the 
offer of a full-time job and some referees 
may leave their current employment to 
concentrate on refereeing. 

Crozier told BBC Radio Five: “Those 
referees who are involved in bigger 
games could potentially earn 75 thousand 
pounds a year. 

"Referees feel they have not had a 
place they can call leading them forward, 
but now it's clear who they report to and- 
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three places. 


REDKNAPP LINKED WITH 
SOUTHAMPTON JOB 


jormer West Ham man- 
F= Harry Redknapp 

has confirmed that he 
has held informal talks with 
Southampton ~ chairman 
Rupert Lowe. 

“We have had a chat,” 
Redknapp told Sky Sports. 
wasn't an interview, We just 
sat down over a glass of wine 
and talked football, that’s as 
far as it's gone at the moment” 


CAMPBELL SNUBS 
LIVERPOOL 


ol Campbell is reported to have delivered Liverpool a snub 

in their attempts to sign him by failing to turn up to talks 

with the club. The Sun claims Campbell was due to meet 
with the Anfield outfit’s chief executive Rick Parry and assistant 
manager Phil Thompson. 

Last week Liverpool were hoping to lure Campbell with the 
prospect of playing in the Champions League next season, as well as 
a £65,000-a-week pay packet, 

But when the Liverpool pair flew to London to meet the England 
international they were greeted only by Campbell's agent Sky 
Andrew. 

A short meeting followed before Andrew left with Parry and 
‘Thompson checking out of their hotel on Tuesday. 

They -then relayed the news to Liverpool boss Gerard 
Houllier,who is on holiday, and it now looks as through Campbell is 
Set on a move to either Arsenal or Inter Milan. 

“Sol has made it clear he wants to make a decision by the time his 
Contract with Tottenham runs out,” said Andrew in The Sun, 

“That means he wants everything sorted out by the end of the 
month. “We are in discussion with a number of clubs but I wouldn't 
anticipate concrete developments for the next week or two.” 

The Gunners are reported (0 have given the England defender a 
two-week deadline to consider a move to Highbury. 

If Campbell does choose Arsenal, the move would anger Spurs 
fans already upset at his White Hart Lane departure. 

Campbell was believed to have requested a five-year package 
worth an average of £135,000 per week at Spurs. 

Arsenal insist they will not go above a basic wage of £50,000. 
~ But Arsene Wenger's side now look favourites to win the defend- 
er’s signature, after Campbell failed to attend talks with Liverpool 
representatives in London. 


who they are accountable to.” 


‘JAAP STAM' JOINS SUNDERLAND 


underland have 
signed Turkish 
defender Baki 


Mercimek on a free trans- 
fer from Netherlands side 
Haarlem, the English pre- 
mier league club said. 

The 18-year-old defend- 
er was a member of Ajax’s 
youth academy before join- 
ing Haarlem and has been 
dubbed the next “Jaap 
Stam”. He spent a week on 
trial with Sunderland 
towards the end of last sea- 
son, prompting manager 
Peter Reid to sign him ona 
five-year deal. 

Mercimek told the offi- 
cial Sunderland website: “I 
trainedwith Sunderland and 
was yery impressed with 
what I saw. 

“T was waiting for an 
offer from Haarlem when 
Sunderland stepped in. 

“Ajax ts one of the best 


places to learn your trade 
and I learned a lot from my 
time there but J think my 
style suits the English 
game.” 

Mercimek is seen as a 
quick, strong centre-back 
With a good range of pass- 
ing, in the mould of Stam, 
the Manchester United and 
Netherlands defender. 


Mercimek, who has 
Turkish parents but grew 
up in Amsterdam, qualifies 
to play for both the 
Netherlands and Turkey, 
but he says his allegiances 
lie with Turkey. 

“I have Turkish blood 
and I'd love to play for my 
country one day,” he said. 


Radio 5 Live said he would 
be interested in the manager’ 
job at premier Jeague 
Southampton. 
~~ “It is a good job, Itis simi- 
lar to the one at West Ham — 
they are not one.of the bigger 
clubs but they are a family 
club with lots of potential,” he 
said. “Southampton have good 
professionals and are moving 
to anew stadium next season.” 

Southampton have been 
searching for a manager since 
March, when Glenn Hoddle 
resigned (0 take over at 
Tottenham Hotspur. 

Redknapp also said he was 
surprised nobody had yet been 
appointed to manage his old 


Harry Redknapp 


club, West Ham have been 
turned down by Steve 
who was on 
pointed manager of 
Middlesbrough, and Alan 
Curbishley, who has signed a 
new contract to stay in charge 
at Charlton Athletic, ~s 

Another possible candidate, 
David Moyes of first division 
Preston, signed a five-year 
contract with his club Tast 
week. 

“To me, it's an insult to the 
club (West Ham) and the fans 
that no one has taken it yet,” 
Redknapp said, 


Terry Venables 


Venables deparis Boro 


jormer England coach 
Fe: Venables has 
ended all links with 
Middlesbrough after help- 
ing the premier league club 
to avoid relegation. 
“We desperately tried to 
~ fetain Terry al the end of the 
season after he did an excel- 
lent job,” said chief executive 
Keith Lamb. 
“Unfortunately his televi- 
sion commitments could not 


allow the time for the job 
required.” 

Manchester “United num- 
ber two Steve McClaren was 
named on Tuesday to succeed 
Bryan Robson —_as 
Middlesbrough manager after 
the former England captain 
quit the club by mutual con- 
sent last week, 

Robson had played an 
increasingly marginal role 
after Venables’s arrival to ‘ 


finaly 


help save _ Middlesbrough 
from relegation and was 
booed by fans at the club’s 
final home game. 

“We have to move to the 
future and do what's best for 
Middlesbrough Football 
Club,” Lamb said. “We 
believe we now have the best 
man for the job. Steve 
McClaren is the future of 
Middlesbrough.” 
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Bulgaria 

Japan 

Eeuador 
46 Jamaica 
47 Israel 
48= Greeve 
48= Honduras 
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51 Peru 
$2 Angola 
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$4 Costa Rica 
55 Ieeland 

56 Zambia 

57 Finland 
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60 Uzbekistan 
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62 Thailand 
63° China PR 

64 UAE 

65= Cyprus 

65= Estonia 

65= Zimbabwe 
68= AUSTRALIA 
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1. Prince 196 
2 Brasil 794 
3 Argentina 163 
4. Italy 748 
5 Portugal 732 
6 Spain 724 
7. Czech Republic 722 
& Netherlands: WS 
9 Germany 71 
10 Paraguay 703 
11 Yugoslavia 689 
12 Romania 683 
13 Mexico 680 
14 England 673 
15) United States 666 
16 Colombia’ 665 
17 Norway 663 
18 Russia 652 
19 — Croatia 650, 
20 Denmark O45 
21 Sweden 643 
22 South Africa 634 
23. Poland 627 
24 Scotland 624 
25 Slovakia 623 
26. Morocco. 622 
27 ‘Ireland Republic 617 
28 Saudi Arabia 615 
29 Turkey 614 
30 Belgium 612 
31 Tunisia 61 
32) Chile 607 

Uruguay 601 
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Egypt 595 
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Slovenia 584 
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112) Venezuela 
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14 Turkm 
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116 India 

117) Azerbaijan 
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119= Malawi 
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123. Faroe Islands 

124 Panama 

125 Sudan 

126 St Vincent 
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128 Hong Kong 
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Rwanda 
Tahiti 
Solomon Isl, 
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Ethiopia 
Yemen: 
‘Luxemburg. 


143= Andorra 
143= Liechtenstein 
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146, 


Bangladesh 
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Maldives 
Palestine 
St Kitts & 


Nevis 


Antigua & Barbudi240 


Botswana 
Surinam 
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Sei Lanka 
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Cape Verde Isl. 
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Cook Islands 
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Cent. African Rep. 
Guinea-Bissau 
Macao. 
Bahamas 

Sao T-Principe 
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6 Mongolia 


Belize 

Eq. Guine 
Seychelles 
Brunei Dat. 
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Anguilla 
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Puerto Rico 
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‘Turks & Caicos Is 
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Fabrizio Ravanelli 


Ravanelli 
close to 
Derby move 


talian international striker 
E ‘abrizio Ravanelli is close to seal- 

ing a move to Derby County, the 
premier league club’s manager Jim 
Smith has said. 

“Things have gone reasonably well 
and if we can carry on in the same way 
then I remain confident the deal can be 
done,” Smith told skysports.com. 

Ravanelli, 32, who has played 22 
times for Italy, spent a year at premier 
league Middlesbrough, scoring 34 goals. 
in all competitions, after moving from 
Juventus in July 1996, 

He had a brief spell with French club 
Marseille before returning to Italy to 
play for Lazio. 


PSV grab Twente’s Venneyoor 


utch champions PSV 

Eindhoven have signed 

‘Twente Enschede striker Jan 
Vennegoor of Hesselink. 

Dutch media reported that PSV are 
thought to have paid a Dutch record 20 
million guilders ($7.75 million) for the 
22-year-old who was also being chased 
by several English clubs. 

PSV see Vennegoor of Hesselink, 
who has signed a five-year contract, as 
the ideal replacement for Ruud van 
Nistelrooy who joins Manchester 
United next season. 

"It's a great step forward for me,” he 
said, “With PSV I can play in the 
Champions League next season and 
that’s the highest level you can reach in 
club football.” 


PSV are believed to have fought off © 
interest from rivals Ajax Amsterdam 
and England’s Tottenham Hotspur, 

The tall striker scored 14 goals for 
his club last season as well as turning 
out twice for the Dutch national side. 
He made his debut as a substitute 
against Portugal in October. 

His triple-barrelled surname is pecu- 
liar to the agricultural area of eastern 
Netherlands where he is from. 

Meanwhile, PSV are seeking to play 
their first Champions League game 
next season at Ajax’s Arena Stadium. 

They have been forced to find an 
alternative ground as punishment for 
crowd disturbances during the UEFA 
Cup match against Kaiserstautem last 
season. 


NORWEGIAN STAR 
JOINS SOCIEDAD 


‘orwegian international 
defender Bjorn-Tore 
Kyarme will be presented as 


a Real Sociedad player this week, 
the Spanish club’s coach John 
‘Toshack said. 

Toshack took the unusual step of 
announcing a 22-man squad for next 
season before the end of the current 
campaign. 

And he said Kvarme, the former 
Liverpool centre-back who currently 
plays for St Etienne in France, would 
be part of his playing staff. 

“The agreement over Kvarme is 
total,” Toshack said. “He'll be pre- 
sented here this week.” 

Six players in the current squad — 
Sergio Corino, Stephane Collet, Jose 


Felix Guerrero, Igor Jauregi, Julio 
Cesar and Miguel Fuentes — will not 
be involved next season. 

Fuentes will be retiring, while 
Brazilian centre-back Julio Cesar, on 
loan from Real Madrid, will retum to, 
the league champions. a 

‘Toshack also said that Belgian mid- 
fielder Frederic Peiremans would 
have to prove his fitness before being 
incorporated. 
sv The Welsh coach, who returned for 
his third spell at Real Sociedad mid- 
way through the season and has 
steered the club out of relegation trou- 
ble, said the squad would only change 
if a good offer came in for one of the 
foreign players. 


Roeder steps into Redknapp’s shoes 


nn Roeder. has been 
ned West Ham United 
manager and insisted he 


can rise to the challenge even if 
some of the English Premier League 
club’s supporters might be puzzled 
by-his appointment. 

Roeder, former manager of 
Gillingham and Watford and a mem- 
ber of the England coaching staff dur- 
ing Glenn Hoddle’s reign, stepped up 
from the position of first team coach 
to succeed Harry Redknapp at Upton 
Park. 

“{ would understand a fair few of 
the supporters being a little bit puz- 
zled at how I have landed this job but 
it is up to me to prove to them that T 
am up to it and that I can change their 
minds,” Roeder told the official West 
Ham website. 

“T think winning them over will be 
solely dictated by results and if we get 
off to a good start and get points on 


the scoreboard very early Pim sure 
can win any doubters over.” 

Redknapp, who had been in charge 
of the London club since 1994, left 
the manager's job last month after an 
alleged row over transfer budgets, 

Roeder was caretaker manager for 
the club's last game of the 2000-01 
season against Middlesbrough but 
that 2-1 away defeat in the Riverside 
Stadium appeared to signal the begin- 
ning and the end of Roeder’s reign. 

But Roeder was boosted by the 
news that he has a transfer budget of 
around 15 million pounds ($20.87 
million). 

“There will be around 14 to 16 mil- 
lion pounds for Glenn to spend,” said 
managing director Paul Aldridge. 

“And no-one will leave for finan- 
cial reasons.” 

Roeder added: “I'll be looking to 
spend money but I'll be looking to 
spend it wisely and to stretch it to the 


a Lt 


Glenn Roeder 


point of being able to bring in up to 
three players before the start of the 
season (in August), 

“1 think potential high profile play- 
ers will look at the club first of all and 
see the likes of Joe Cole, Michael 
Carrick and Di Canio, and that will be 
the big attraction for them to come 
here and play for me and the club.” 


Transfer News . 


Bayern may offload 
Andersson, Jancker 


ayern Munich are 
willing to let Patrik 
Andersson and 


Carsten Jancker leave the 
club, commercial manager 
Uli Hoeness said last week. 

Sweden defender 
Andersson has reportedly 
been approached —_by 
Barcelona, while striker 
Jancker has been linked to 
several clubs including 
English premier league team 
Sunderland. 

“Andersson earns rela- 


tively little money here and it * 


would be almost inhumane 
to ruin his career,” Hoeness 
was quoted as saying in 
Wednesday's Sport Bild 


KIy. 

“If we receive an offer 
worth 15 million marks 
($6.55 million), we will let 
him go.” 

Speculation that Jancker 
Might leave the Champions 
League winners has mounted 
since Peru striker Claudio 
Pizarro joined the Munich 
Club from Werder Bremen 
last week, 

“If he (Jancker) gets a rea- 
sonable opportunity, we're 


ready to talk about it,” 
Hoeness said. 

But club president Franz 
Beckenbauer has said French 
wing-back Bixente Lizarazu 
and Brazilian striker Elber 
will not be allowed fo leave 
before their contracts expire 
at the end of next season. 

Bayern have recently 
added Croatian internation- 
als Niko and Robert Kovac, 


rocco interna- 
Miz Hassan 
Kachloul has 
agreed to join Ipswich 
Town on a free transfer, 
the English premier league 
club said, 
The 28-year-old midfield- 
er, whose contract with 
Southampton expires at the 


end of June, will undergo a 
medical at Portman Road 
next week when he returns 
from holiday before com- 
pleting the move. 

Kachloul had been con- 


Gustavo Poyet: Thrilled at new 
Prospects with Tottenham Hotspurs. 


Kachloul to lace 
boots for Ipswich 


Patrick Andersson 


both of whom can play in 
defence and midfield, plus 
Guinean midfielder Pablo 
Thiam and Pizarro to their 
squad. 


sidering a move to Scottish 
champions Celtic and Aston 
Villa and Derby County had 
also expressed an interest in 
buying him. 

“There has been lots of 
speculation about my future 
and I have been in discus- 
sions with a few clubs, but I 
have decided to sign for 
Ipswich Town,” Kachloul 
told icons.com. 

“The conversations that I 
had with (chairman) David 
Sheepshanks and (manager) 
George Burley were what 
finally convinced me that 
this was the right move for 
me. 

“Both men impressed me 
and their vision of the future 
for Ipswich is great. 

“I wanted to sign for a 
club whose ambition match- 
es mine and I believe that I 
am.” 

Ipswich qualified for next 
season's UEFA Cup by fin- 
ishing fifth in the premier 
league last season in their 
first year after promotion. 


jottenham Hotspur have signed Uruguayan 
midfielder Gustavo Poyet from Chelsea on 
a three-year contract, manager Glenn 
Hoddle has said, 
Poyet, 33, is Hoddle’s third signing after buying 
striker Teddy Sheringham from Manchester United 
and defender Goran Bunjevcevic from Red Star 
Belgrade. 
“We are delighted to say that Gus has joined us on 
a three-year contract,” Hoddle told a news confer- 
ence at White Hart Lane. 
“Thad him in mind but at the time we didn’t think 
he was available, When we heard there was a possi- 
bility we went straight in to Chelsea.” 
Hoddle would not reveal the transfer fee but said 
it was worth more than a million pounds. 
Poyet handed Chelsea a transfer request last 
month. The club's website said at the time that coach 
Claudio Ranieri wanted to reduce the average age of 
the-squad and that competition for a place would be 
even tougher for the older players. 
“He’s got this burning ambition and love of the 


Arsenal splash $14m on Jeffers 


Francis Jeffers: Dream move to 


Arsenal. 


verton striker Francis Jeffers 
E= completed a dream moye 

to Arsenal in a deal worth up 
to 10 million pounds. According to 
Everton’s official website, Arsenal 
will pay Everton eight million pounds 
initially for the 20-year-old England 
under-21 striker, rising to 10 million 
pounds depending on appearances. 

Arsenal presented Jeffers to the 
media at a Highbury news conference 
‘on Thursday evening although the club 
refused to,confirm either the transfer fee 
or the length of the player’s contract, 

“Once! I met the manager and the 
chairman my mind was made up,” 
Jeffers said. 

“T didn’t want to go anywhere else 
even though I had other offers. It’s a 
massive club, one of the biggest in 
Europe and for them to be interested in 
me is magnificent. 

“Playing with world class players I’m 

definitely looking to improve.” 

Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger was 


delighted to-have boosted-his squad's 
firepower as he prepares for next sea- 
son’s assault on the premier league and 
European Champions League. = 

“He's a good player and he has the 
qualities to be in the squad and the _ 
team,” said the Frenchman, “He can 
score goals and get in the box. 

“He's a mobile player, We play foot- 
ball based on mobility and technique 
and he’s a good runner off the ball.” 

Liverpool-born Jeffers, who rejected 
the offer of a contract extension by 
Everton last season, has made no secret 
of his desire to join Arsenal and this 
week spurned talks with Newcastle 
United in the hope of completing a 
move to Highbury. 

Leeds United, Sunderland, 
Tottenham Hotspur and Middlesbrough 
had also been chasing the highly-rated 
forward who netted 20 goals for Everton 
despite making only 40° starts due a 
Spate of injuries. © ~ 


WESTHAM LOSE LAMPARD T0 CHELSEA 


helsea have com- 
pleted the 11 million 
pounds signing of 


England midfielder Frank 
Lampard from West Ham 
United. 

The two London clubs 
agreed the fee for the 22- 
year-old on Monday and the 
player was presented at a 
news conference after sign- 
ing a five-year contract. 

Lampard, who had been 
linked with Leeds United 
and Aston Villa, announced 
his intention to quit West 
Ham after his uncle Harry 
Redknapp and his father 
Frank, who was Redkanpp’s 
assistant, left the, club in 
May. 

Lampard said he believed 


itneeds experience.” 


less problem”. 


Past. 


like a baby’ 


Hart Lane, 


said Poyet. 


options to play 
stay in England.” 


his decision to quit West 
Ham would establish him in 
the England team and bring 
him medals, 

He said playing under 
Italian head coach Claudio 
Ranieri at Chelsea would 
take his game to a higher 
level. “I want to play against 
the best players in Europe 
and get myself established in 
the England set-up and win a 
lot of medals,” Lampard 
said. 

“Ican take my game onto 
another level here and it is 
flattering Chelsea want me to 
be a part of their future plans, 

“Lam not worried about 


Frank Lampard: New kid on Stamford Bridge. 


game" Hoddle added. “The club needs winners and 


Poyet, unhappy at failing to hold down a regular 
place at Chelsea, said his decision to move away 
from Stamford Bridge would leave them with “one 


He added: “I would prefer to leave Chelsea in the 
“T feltit was the right time to leave. But we're still 
friends. | have been in England for four years now 


and I have never been in the newspapers for ‘crying 


Poyet said he spoke to Osvaldo Ardiles, the for- 
mer Spurs player and manager, about life at White 


now a lot about Tottenham because of Ossie,” 
“Spurs is a new challenge and a new opportunity. 


“I made the decision with my family, 1 had 
Spain and Italy but we're happy to 


how much I cost, I just\want 
to prove my worth\ to 
Chelsea. 


“I'm impressed with how 
Claudio Ranieri sees me for 


next season, but I know I’ve 


got to be on top of my game 
to play regularly this year.” 
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Bernardi from 
Marseille 


lympique. Marseille’s Argentine midfielder 
Lucas Bernardi has joined Monaco on a four- 
year contract worth 60 million franes ($8,5 mil- 


lion), the club said last week, 


“We reached an agreement with Marseille and with the 
player,” Monaco’s general manager Emile Rossi said. “We 
will sign the contract later in the week.” 

Bernardi, 23, a former Argentine youth international, is 
new Monaco coach Didier Deschamps’ first recruit, He 
‘joined Marseille from Newell's Old Boys in January. 

Monaco, champions in the 1999-2000 season, finished a 
‘disappointing {1th in the French league last season. 
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Konnie Corry, Australia’s Leaque 
Championship Winning Coach 


